Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held 19 September 2019, 8pm at Stoke Ash Village Hall

Present:  Cllrs P Morris (Chairman), M Fleming, Mrs V Lane, G Leggett, Mrs C Maisey, D Maisey, G     
                  Tancred.   County Cllr A Stringer and District Cllr D Burn.

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr T Pulham.
2. Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda – none.
3. PUBLIC FORMUM
              Proposed Stoke Ash & Thwaite ‘Our Water’ Project – deferred pending Suffolk CC Officer availability.
              Police – report available online.
              County Councillors – written report circulated and attached to the Minutes.  Cllr Stringer 
              reported on the following additional items:  public rights of way were to be calculated into school routes 
              if a pupil lived within 3 miles of a school with access to a footpath route.  
              The High Viz jackets for dog walkers/pedestrians would be delivered to Stoke Ash Post Office.  
              Cllr Leggett reported on the inappropriate placing of signs following a water leak in the village.
	District Councillor – Cllr Burn reminded the meeting of the closing date, 30 September, for comments 	on the Joint Local Plan.  The changed bin collection issues on the A140 had hopefully been resolved. 
               A discussion followed regarding the planning enforcement process, Cllr Burn would take the points  
               raised back to the MSDC planning enfocement team.  
               The investment company set up between Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils to invest money to 
               generate income due to the reduction in Government grants had made £1.4m during the last financial 
               year. 
               Questions raised included the location of the dwellings to help fund the proposed Ipswich Northern By-
               Pass.  Cllr Burn understood these would be built on the County’s farm land the majority in the Copdock 
               area.  Cllr Stringer would keep members informed.
                Members of the Public – none.
            4. Minutes of the meeting held 18 July 2019
                Cllr Leggett proposed acceptance of the Minutes, seconded Cllr Tancred and agreed.
            5. Matters arising from the Minutes for report
	18.5.17
	PC vacancies - 2019
	Include details parish magazine.       LC

	21.9.17
	Overgrown Footpath opposite Mill Lane 
	Report to Suffolk CC Highways via reporting tool

	17.5.18
	Damaged road signs 
	MF drawing up list - Stoke Ash list prepared.  
CM & DM drawing up list - Thwaite 

	23.11.17
	Red telephone kiosk – maintenance
	Set up working group – MF
Cut back hedge surround kiosk box 

	17.5.18
	Storage of PC documents at Ipswich Record Office
	 Deferred pending record office move

	18.1.18
	Wash Lane reinstatement:
Bridge
Arrange ditch clearance
Arrange Volunteer maintenance Working Group via facebook
Remove tree stumps
	
PM/MF
PM/TP
MF

PM/MF

	17.5.18
	The Street, Stoke Ash – clearance of ditches north/south and east/west
	 TP progressing

	17.5.18
	Thwaite Comm Projects Group 
	Check St George’s footbridge – TP
St George’s Hall – parishioners’ questionnaire on future of Hall – TP/GL progressing – include on Nov agenda 

	17.5.18
	Speeding – The Street – high viz 30mph vests
	AS 

	20.9.18
	Grit Bin application 
	Funding for 4 larger bins - Finance Group to approach County/District for funding

	May 2018
	Improvements to Bus Stop A140 opposite Walnut Tree PH – drawings from Suffolk CC Public Transport
Laminate timetable
Include timetable on website/parish magazine
	17.5.18
	Defibrillator
	MF obtaining costings from Community Heartbeat Trust – MF 

	15/11/18
	PIIP’s – identify items of community expenditure via Cil
	17.5.18
	Items for District Council Locality Budget Award
	All members to put forward

	21.3.19
	Review PC Risk Assessment 
	Include exercise equipment at SA village hall.  Agenda item next meeting

	30.5.19
	Monitor road edge – The Street, SA
	All councillors

	18.7.19
	Play equipment grant funding
	Finance Group to pursue with MSDC Grant Awards

	18.7.19
	Suffolk CC Our Water Project
	Request presentation by Project Officer - LC

	18.7.19
	Internal Audit report 2018-19
	Action items raised in report – in progress


18.65.17 - PC Vacancies – details had been included in parish magazine.
21.9.17 – overgrown footpath opposite Mill Lane, Stoke Ash – reported to Suffolk CC highways.
17.5.18 – Damaged road signs – Stoke Ash list prepared(MF).  Thwaite list under preparation (CM&DM)
23.11.17 – Red telephone kiosk Stoke Ash – maintenance deferred pending decision re. defibrillator
17.5.18 – storage of PC documents at Ipswich Record Office – deferred pending record office move.
18.1.18 – Wash Lane reinstatement – see agenda item.
17.5.18 – Stoke Ash ditch clearance (the Street north/south, east/west) – TP to progress after rainfall.
17.5.18 – Thwaite Comm Projects Group – see agenda item.
17.5.18 – Speeding  - The Street, Stoke Ash – Cllr Stringer to deliver High Viz jackets to SA post office.
17.5.18 – Defibrillator – see agenda item.
17.5.18 – Locality funding applications – all councillors to put forward suggestions.
20.9.18 – Grit Bin application/s – deferred to next meeting.
May 2018 – Improvements to Bus Stop on A140 opposite Walnut Tree PH - see agenda item.
15.11.18 – PIIP’s – identify items of community expenditure via Cil – see agenda item.
21.3.19 – Review PC Risk Assessment – see agenda item.
30.5.19 – Erosion of road edge - The Street, SA – all members to monitor.
18.7.19 – Play equipment grant funding – finance group to pursue grants via MSDC.
187.19 – Suffolk CC Our Water Project – deferred pending Officer availability.
18.7.19 – Internal Audit report 2018-19 – action items raised being progressed.
Cllr Fleming arrived
6.   To consider Planning Applications for recommendation to MSDC
1.   DC/19/03459 : Land to north of Clay Lane, Stoke Ash – conversion of and extension of a barn to form one 
                                     dwelling.  Following discussion of the application a recommendation of refusal was 
                                     proposed and seconded on the following grounds:
                                      The proposal represented overdevelopment of the existing structure
                                     The proposed site was unsustainable
                                     The proposed site was outside the settlement boundary
                                     The proposal provided no benefits to the village
                                     Mid Suffolk District Council had a 5 year land supply
                                     The proposal was contrary to NPPF
2.   AP/19/00147:  Notification of Appeal – land to rear of The orchard, The Street, Stoke Ash – outline planning  
                                      application for erection of 2 detached dwellings, new vehicular access and erection of    
                                      extension to garage for new Post Office following demolition of existing Post Office.
                                      Support of the application via appeal was unanimously agreed. Cllrs Tancred and Leggett 
                                      to send support response to the Appeal Inspector.
7.   Planning Decisions received from MSDC
      1.   DC/19/03628:   Hill Farm, Huggins Lane – Discharge of conditions for DC/19/02353.  Condition 3 roof    
                                            materials, Condition 4 lighting details, Condition 5 surfacing materials, Condition 6 	        
                                            boundary treatment.  Action required in accordance with specific timetable. 
     2.   DC/19/031734: Tic Toc, Wickham Road, Thwaite – notification of prior approval for proposed larger 
                                            home extension under Schedule 2, Part 1, Class A Town & Country Planning 
                                            Permitted Development – erection of single storey extension.  No objection by MSDC.
    3.   DC/18/03633:   Lodge Farm, Wickham Road, Thwaite – Condition 5 landscaping, Condition 8 foul 
                                            water.  Action required in accordance with specific timetable.  
8.   Planning Correspondence – none.
9.   Proposed Affordable Housing Scheme – no report.
10. Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Consultation
      The main points affecting Stoke Ash & Thwaite appeared to be as follows:
      Stoke Ash - now a hamlet with firming-up of existing boundaries.
      Thwaite -  an additional section of land had been included in the settlement boundary
      A proposal against making a response received 3 in favour, 4 abstentions.   
11. Review and adoption of Parish Council Risk Assessment 2019/20
      Following a review of the existing Risk Assessment document the following changes were proposed by Cllr 
      Tancred, seconded Cllr Mrs Maisey and agreed.
      Parish Council owned exercise/play equipment sited at Stoke Ash Village Hall Green:
      Likelihood/Frequency – 3, Severity/Urgency -3, Priority – 3.
      8 Parish Council owned Grit Bins:
      Likelihood/Frequency – 1, Severity/Urgency – 1, Priority -1.
      Parish Council assets/equipment - Benches, War Memorial, Village Sign, Litter/Dog bins, ex telephone kiosk, 
      website quipment:
      Likelihood/Frequency – 1, Severity/Urgency – 1, Priority – 1.
      Parish Council Maintenance Working Party:
      Likelihood/Frequency – 3, Severity/Urgency – 3, Priority – 3.
12. To review Parish Council Annual Insurance Policy and Cover
       The cover to be provided by the Community Action Suffolk (CAS) group policy had been circulated 
       to prior to the meeting.   CAS had changed cover from Zurich Insurance to a new Parish 
       Protect policy to meet the changing needs of the modern parish council.  The new policy would be 
       underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance Group, one of the largest insurers in the UK.                           
       The policy provided equivalent core cover and all risks cover for parish council assets providing 
       flexibility at an annual premium of £461.89 for 2019/20.  Members had reviewed the documents   
       provided which were comparable to the existing cover.  Cllr Mrs Maisey proposed acceptance of     
       the new policy at the quoted one year annual premium above, seconded Cllr Tancred and agreed.
13. Mid Suffolk Cil Award – to consider Working Group PIIP report to identify 
       community/infrastructure investment following Cil award
       The PIIP report outlining 15 suggestions for Cil expenditure had been circulated for  
       consideration by members.  Cllr Tancred stated he would like to see some of the funding allocated 
       to a Stoke Ash Village Sign.  Additional play equipment and a village mower were two other 
       suggestions put forward.  The order of priority for expenditure was agreed as follows:  1.  Village       
       Sign for Stoke Ash, 2. Additional Play Equipment for Stoke Ash Village Hall Green, 3. Village 
       Mower.
       To involve the community it was suggested parishioners were asked to submit designs for the sign 
       the.  Cllr Tancred offered to prepare an article for the parish magazine and website asking 
       parishioners to put forward designs. 
       On behalf of the Council the Chairman recorded thanks to the PIIP working group for preparation 
       of their report and to Cllr Pulham for hosting the working group meetings.
14. Thwaite Community Projects Group – working group report.
       St George’s Hall survey to be deferred.
15. Lunch Club report
       Cllr Leggett reported the lunches were well attended and enjoyed by parishioners from both 
        villages.  The grant funding would be coming to an end shortly and if parishioners wanted them to 
        continue Cllr Leggett stated he would be asking whether they would be able to make a small 
        contribution towards the cost of the food.          
16.   Stoke Ash Play and Exercise Area report
         Cllr Fleming was pleased to report the equipment was well used.  The ROSPA inspection was due 
         to take place late September.
17.   Wash Lane maintenance report
         Cllr Fleming reported there had been no offers from parishioners as yet to join a working party.
         The grass would need to be cut before winter and there were 100 young trees to plant.  A parish 
          council working group consisting Cllrs Fleming, Morris and Leggett offered to commence 
          maintenance over a weekend during October.  Cllr Fleming to set a date. 
          A stump grinder would be required to remove the tree stumps.  Cllr Fleming to make enquiries 
          with a local tree surgeon as to the cost for the work.
18.   Former telephone kiosk, The Street, Stoke Ash
         Cllr Fleming reported there had been no response as yet to form a community working group to 
         carry out maintenance.  This would now need to be deferred until the Spring.
19.   Bus Stop A140 opposite Walnut Tree PH
         Suffolk CC Public Transport had received a quote of £1001.00 to carry out the improvement 
         works to the bus stop and the Parish Council had been asked whether it would be able to make a 
         contribution towards the cost.  A contribution of £200 was suggested and unanimously agreed.  
         If this was insufficient a contribution from the County Councillor’s locality budget to be 
         considered.
20.   To consider location and funding for Defibillator
          Cllr Fleming reported that a representative from the Community Heartbeat Trust would be 
          willing to give a short presentation on their defibrillator scheme at the next parish council 
          meeting on 21 November.  The Trust preferred to install the equipment in ex-telephone kisoks if 
          available.
          Cllr Tancred suggested moving the kiosk to the village hall green as that would provide a better 
          location if a defibrillator was installed.  Cllr Tancred to investigate process for moving the kiosk.
21.   Finance
         1.  To consider s.137 donation requests – none.
         2.   Accounts for payment
	Date
	Payee
	Purchase/Service
	Amount
	Vat
	Total
	Agreed/Decld
	Ch no.

	19.9.19
	Comm Action Suffolk 
	Annual Insurance renewal premium
	£461.89
	-
	£461.89
	Agreed
	100447

	19.9.19
	Stoke Ash Baptist Church
	Lunch Club expenses – July & August
	£218.19
	-
	£218.19
	Agreed
	100448

	19.9.19
	MSDC
	Waste/Dog bin emptying 2018/19
	175.00
	£35.00
	£210.00
	Agreed
	100449

	19.9.19
	MSDC
	Parish Election charges May 2019
	£109.00
	-
	£109.00
	Agreed
	100450

	19.9.19
	Clerk
	Sal-expen July-Sept ‘19
	£436.31
	-
	£436.31
	Agreed
	100451

	19.9.19
	E.on
	Thwaite Old Schol Room Mar-July ‘19
	£66.30
	-
	£66.30
	Agreed
	100254

	19.9.19
	Wave
	Thwaite Old School Rm Water charges Feb – July ‘19
	£20.93
	-
	£20.93
	Agreed
	100255

	19.9.19
	Zurich Insurance
	Thwaite St Georges Hall annual insurance cover
	£370.55
	-
	£370.55
	Agreed
	100256


Cllr Tancred proposed payment of the above, seconded Cllr Leggett and agreed.
       3.   Finance Working Group Report
             1.   Grit Bins – deferred to next meeting
             2.   Locality Budget Funding application/s – deferred
             3.   Finance – receipts
                   18.4.19 – MSDC first half precept 		£2685.70
	      18.4.19 – Second Cil payment			£1907.58
	      3.6.19 – Bank interest				£4.96
	      10.9.19 – MSDC second half precept		£2685.70
                    (email notification 19.9.19)
22.   To consider and adopt Asset Register 2019/20
         The asset register had been circulated to members prior to the meeting (copy attached to the 
         Minute Book).   Cllr Fleming proposed adoption of the document, seconded Cllr Tancred and 
         agreed.
23.   To consider a parish Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – deferred to next meeting.
24.   Clerk’s report/correspondence – none.
25.   Chairman’s Urgent Business – none.
26.   Any other business for information exchange/agenda requests
         An agenda item to consider increasing the precept to cover community projects was suggested.
27.   Date of next meeting – Thursday 21 November 2019, 8pm (or 7.30pm if presentation by 
         Community Heartbeat Trust) at The Old School Room, Thwate.

        Meeting closed 10.55pm

        Signed:					Chairman	Date:

Summary of Action Points
	18.5.17
	PC vacancies - 2019
	Include details parish magazine.       LC

	21.9.17
	Overgrown Footpath opp MillLane 
	Report Suffolk CC Highways via reporting tool - LC

	17.5.18
	Damaged road signs 
	Stoke Ash list prepared - MF 
CM & DM drawing up list - Thwaite 

	23.11.17
	Red telephone kiosk – maintenance
	Investigate moving to VH Green - GT
Install fibrillator - MF

	17.5.18
	Storage of PC documents at Ipswich Record Office
	 Deferred pending record office move

	18.1.18
	Wash Lane maintenance:
Bridge
Arrange ditch clearance 
Working Group maintenance w/e Oct ‘19 
Remove tree stumps
	
PM/MF
PM/TP
MF/PM/GT

PM/MF

	17.5.18
	The Street, Stoke Ash – clearance of ditches north/south and east/west
	 TP progressing

	17.5.18
	Thwaite Comm Projects Group 
	Check St George’s footbridge – TP
St George’s Hall – parishioners’ questionnaire on future of Hall – TP/GL progressing  

	17.5.18
	Speeding – The Street – high viz 30mph vests
	AS to deliver to Post Office

	20.9.18
	Grit Bin application 
	Funding for 4 larger bins - Finance Group to approach County/District for funding

	May 2018
	Bus Stop A140 opposite Walnut Tree PH – 
	Laminate Timetable – GL
Include timetable on website/parish magazine - GT

	15/11/18
	PIIP’s – identify items of community expenditure via Cil
	Village Sign designs – article for parish mag/website - GT

	21.3.19
	Review PC Risk Assessment 
	Complete

	30.5.19
	Monitor road edge – The Street, SA
	All councillors

	18.7.19
	Play equipment grant funding
	Finance Group to pursue with MSDC Grant Awards

	18.7.19
	Suffolk CC Our Water Project
	Request presentation by Project Officer - LC

	18.7.19
	Internal Audit report 2018-19
	Action items in progress
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