Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held Thursday 21 November 2019, 7.30pm at the Old School Room, Thwaite

Present:  Cllrs P Morris, Mrs V Lane, G Leggett, Mrs C Maisey, D Maisey, T Pulham and G Tancred.    	   
[bookmark: _GoBack]                  County Cllr A Stringer, District Cllr D Burn and Mr B Locksmith, Suffolk CC Flood & Water 	  	   	   Management

1. Apologies for absence – none.
2. Declarations of Interest relating to items on the agenda – none.
3. Presentation by Mr Ben Locksmith, Suffolk CC Flood & Water Management – Our Water Project
               The Chairman welcomed Mr Locksmith to the meeting.
               Mr Locksmith explained the scheme was a community based mapping project to assist the County   	Council with its legal requirement to formally update all maps relating to drainage of water courses.     
               The project was twofold in that it helped communities to understand their riparian responsibilities not 	to prevent the natural course of water through their own land but also through others land.  This was a 	community role carried out with help from the Flood & Water Management Team.  Following the 	presentation six parish councillors expressed an interest in progressing the project and would meet 	with members of the County Council project team in the New Year.
     Mr Locksmith left the meeting following his presentation.
        4.   PUBLIC FORUM
              Police – report available online – no queries were raised.
              County Council – Cllr Stringer presented his written report – copy attached to the Minutes.   A discussion 	followed regarding grit for the grit bins, Cllr Pulham suggested that he collected grit from County 	Highways to fill the bins.
	District Council – Cllr Burn stated he had no formal report for the meeting but was happy to answer any 	queries.  Cllr Tancred raised the matter of proposed housing along the northern bypass should the 
               bypass be approved.
	Members of the Public – none.
        5.   To consider and approve Minutes of the meeting held 19 September 2019
              Cllr Leggett proposed approval, seconded Cllr Tancred and agreed.
        6.   Matters arising from the Minutes for report
	18.5.17
	PC vacancies - 2019
	Include details in parish magazine.       LC

	21.9.17
	Overgrown Footpath opp Mill Lane 
	Report Suffolk CC Highways via reporting tool - LC

	17.5.18
	Damaged road signs 
	Stoke Ash list prepared - MF 
CM & DM drawing up list - Thwaite 

	23.11.17
	Red telephone kiosk – maintenance
	Investigate moving to VH Green - GT
Install defibrillator - MF

	17.5.18
	Storage of PC documents at Ipswich Record Office
	 Deferred pending record office move

	18.1.18
	Wash Lane maintenance:
Bridge
Arrange ditch clearance 
Working Group maintenance w/e Oct ‘19 
Remove tree stumps
	
PM/MF
PM/TP
MF/PM/GT

PM/MF

	17.5.18
	The Street, Stoke Ash – clearance of ditches north/south and east/west
	 TP progressing

	17.5.18
	Thwaite Comm Projects Group 
	Check St George’s footbridge – TP
St George’s Hall – parishioners’ questionnaire on future of Hall – TP/GL progressing  

	17.5.18
	Speeding – The Street – high viz 30mph vests
	AS to deliver to Post Office

	20.9.18
	Grit Bin application 
	Funding for 4 larger bins - Finance Group to approach County/District for funding

	May 2018
	Bus Stop A140 opposite Walnut Tree PH – 
	Laminate Timetable – GL
Notice Board for timetable – TP to investigate.
Include timetable on website/parish magazine – GT
Suffolk CC Public Transport informed of PC contribution of £200.

	15/11/18
	PIIP’s – identify items of community expenditure via Cil
	Village Sign designs – article for parish mag/website - GT

	21.3.19
	Review PC Risk Assessment 
	Complete

	30.5.19
	Monitor road edge – The Street, SA
	All councillors

	18.7.19
	Play equipment grant funding
	Finance Group to pursue with MSDC Grant Awards

	18.7.19
	Suffolk CC Our Water Project
	Request presentation by Project Officer - LC

	18.7.19
	Internal Audit report 2018-19
	Action items in progress


18.5.17 – PC vacancies – details had been included in the Parish Magazine.
21.9.17 – A140 Overgrown footpath opposite Mill Lane -  Despite repeated reports via the reporting tool no action had been taken by County Highways.    Cllr Stringer to try taking this up with County Highways.
It was also reported the A140 path alongside the White Horse had been cleared to the south of the property but not cut back to the north of it.  Cllr Stringer to contact highways direct.
17.5.18 – Damaged road signs – Cllr Maisey reported there were no damaged signs in Thwaite.  Cllr Pulham reported three appeared to be damaged along the A140.   Item deferred to next meeting. 
23.11.17 – Ex telephone kiosk, The Street, Stoke Ash – agenda item.
17.5.18 – Storage of PC documents – deferred pending move of Suffolk Record Office to new premises.
18.1.18 – Wash Lane maintenance – agenda item.
17.5.18 – Stoke Ash street – clearance of ditches.  It was reported the water main had been repaired.  Item now complete.
17.5.18 – Thwaite Community Projects Group – St Georges Footbridge – Cllr Pulham to carry out inspection.
St Georges Hall village survey – Cllrs Pulham and Leggett progressing.
17.5.18 – Stoke Ash street speeding - High viz jackets – AS to provide following General Election.
20.9.18 – Grit Bin funding application for 4 larger bins – Finance Group to make application to County/District Councillors.
May 2018 – A140 Bus Stop opposite Walnut Tree PH – Cllr Leggett to produce laminated bus timetable.  Cllr Tancred to include on website/parish magazine.  A notice board from Whitehouse Enterprises to be investigated.   Seat still to be installed – TP/PM
15.11.18 – PIIP’s expenditure – agenda item.
30.5.19 – Monitor road edge – The Street, SA – all councillors.
18.7.19  - Play equipment grant funding – Finance Group to pursue with MSDC.
18.7.19 – Suffolk Our Water project – agenda item.
18.7.19 – Internal Audit report 2018-19 – action items in progress.
     7.   To consider Planning Applications for recommendation to MSDC
            1.   DC/19/04429:  Land north of Willow Hall, Norwich Road, Thwaite – ereection of one detached   	 	                                  dwelling – no comments.
            2.   DC/19/05400 : Land north of Clay Lane, Stoke Ash – change of use and extension of barn to form 	 	                                  dwelling.  A recommendation of refusal was proposed, seconded and agreed on the 	                                  grounds the barn was of no noticeable architectural significance and was situated in a 	                                  rural location.
     8.   MSDC Planning Decisions
           1.    DC/19/03459:  Land north of Clay Lane, Stoke Ash – conversion and extension of barn to form one 	                                  dwelling following demolition of outbuildings.   Planning Permission Refused.
     9.   Planning Correspondence – none.
   10.   Proposed Affordable Housing Scheme – no report.
   11.   To consider a parish Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
            It was reported Facebook and What’s App had been very effective communication groups in both villages.   
            Setting up a trial Neighbourhood Watch Group via What’s App group was suggested.   Cllr Mrs Lane 
            offered to investigate setting up the What’s App and would report at the next meeting.
   12.   MSDC Cil Award – to consider the following :
            1.   Stoke Ash Village Sign designs
                  A number of designs had been received for a village sign and members recorded their appreciation of 
                  the hard work that had gone into producing the designs by parishioners.  After careful consideration 
                  the unanimous winning design was that submitted by Mr Steve Damant.  It was intended the design 
                  would be used as a basis for the Stoke Ash village sign in consultation with the designer.  Thanks were 
                  also recorded to Cllr Leggett for publicising the competition widely throughout the village.
                  The other two recommendations for use of the Cil funding, additional play equipment and village 
                   Mower, would be re-	considered depending upon funding available.
     13.   Thwaite Community Projects Group – no further report from the group.
     14.   Lunch Club report
              Cllr Leggett reported £400 from the original grant monies had been left over from the lunches held 
              September 2018-September 2019 the timescale covered by the grant.   Suffolk Foundation had 
              agreed that the £400 could be carried over, which would enable the lunch club to run for another three    
              months into early 2020.  The lunches were well attended with an average of 35 parishioners.
     15.   Stoke Ash Exercise and Play equipment
              The village hall ROSPA inspection was due.  The equipment was well used there now being in excess of 
              30 children in the village and there appeared to be a need for more traditional equipment suitable for   
              younger children.  The finance group were looking into funding and in the meantime Cllr Pulham would 
              also investigate play surface material.
     16.   Wash Lane maintenance
              Further planting had been carried out.  Brambles had been left in the adjoining ditches, it was felt there 
              was no need to dig them out.   It was agreed that the proposed bridge was kept on hold at present. 
              Cllr Tancred reported Mr Bridges would be prepared to maintain the lane during the growing season at 
              a cost of £50 per month.   
              The tree stumps were visible and some were beginning to rot and would eventually disappear.  It was 
               suggested Mr Bridges was asked to quote for removal of the larger tree stumps and that he was thanked 
               for his offer to maintain the lane but this would require further thought as it was suggested there was 
               no need to overdevelop the lane.
      17.   Former telephone kiosk – The Street, Stoke Ash
               Cllr Tancred understood planning permission did not apply to K9 telephone kiosks and he would look 
               further into moving it to the village hall green.
      18.   Finance
               1.   To consider s.137 donation requests
                A donation request had been received from Headway based at Bury St Edmunds.  Following 
                consideration the request was declined at present.
               Royal British Legion Poppy Wreath - £45.00.    Payment agreed.
               2.   Accounts for Payment            	   
	Date
	Payee
	Purchase/Service
	Amount
	Vat
	Total
	Agreed/Decld
	Ch no.

	21.11.19
	Information Comm
	Annual Fee
	£40.00
	-
	£40.00
	Agreed
	100452

	21.11.19
	Comm Action Suffolk
	Website Hosting Annual Fee
	£50.00
	£10.00
	£60.00
	Agreed
	100453

	21.11.19
	MSDC
	Waste/Dog bin emptying 19/20 additional fee
	£30.00
	£6.00
	£36.00
	Agreed
	100454

	21.11.19
	Clerk
	Sal-expen Sept – Nov ‘10
	£436.91
	-
	£436.91
	Agreed
	100455

	21.11.19
	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Wreath
	£45.00
	-
	£45.00
	Agreed
	100456

	21.11.19
	E.on
	Thwaite Old School Room electricity charges July/Oct ‘19
	£27.27
	-
	£27.27
	Agreed
	100257


              Cllr Pulham proposed payment of the above accounts, seconded Cllr Mrs Maisey and agreed.     
3.1 To consider the purchase of grit bins 2019/20 – see Matters Arising 20.9.18
3.2  To consider an increase in precept to fund community projects
                       Some concerns were expressed that income from letting the village community buildings (the Stoke 
                       Ash village hall and Thwaite Old School Room/St Georges Hall) was not sufficient to maintain them 
                       and it appeared the only way of funding maintenance was through grants or the parish precept.  
                       Some discussion followed regarding use of the buildings, St George’s Hall could not be let as it 
                       presently stood whereas Stoke Ash village hall was in a reasonable condition for letting but was in 
                       need of maintenance.   A further suggestion was one new community building for both 
                       parishes.  It was agreed this would need further thought in conjunction with the finance group’s 
                      precept recommendation 2020/21.
3.3 To consider draft precept 2020/21
               A statement of income and expenditure against budget to 30.9.19 had been circulated.  The finance 
               group reported it was due to meet the following week and would produce a draft precept 	       	        calculation for consideration at the next meeting.
19. To review and adopt Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
       The above documents had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
       Standing Orders - No amendments were proposed.  Cllr Tancred proposed adoption, seconded Cllr Mrs 
       Maisey and agreed.
       Financial Regulations – deferred to next meeting.
20. Clerk’s report/correspondence – none.
21. Chairman’s Urgent Business
       The Chairman reported the Church was organising a Christmas Tree festival again this year and the 
        Parish Council had been asked to take part in the event.  It was agreed a Parish Wish List was again 
        included. 
22.  Any other business for information exchange/agenda requests
        Drainage - It was reported the sewerage system in Stoke Ash had been discharging effluent into a ditch.  
        The Environment Agency and Anglian Water were aware and were arranging clearance.
        Meeting times – it was agreed that parish council meetings start at 7.30pm rather than 8pm.  This 
        should lead to an earlier finishing time.
23.  Date of next meeting:  Thursday 16 January 2020, 7.30pm at the Village Hall, Stoke Ash

      
               Meeting closed:   10.35pm




	Signed:						Chairman	Date:



Summary of action points
	18.5.17
	PC vacancies - 2019
	Include details parish magazine.       LC

	21.9.17
	Overgrown Footpath opp MillLane 
	Report Suffolk CC Highways via reporting tool - AS

	17.5.18
	Damaged road signs 
	Stoke Ash list prepared - MF 
Thwaite – none
A140 – three identified – TP
Consider action at next meeting. 

	23.11.17
	Red telephone kiosk – maintenance
	Investigate moving to VH Green - GT
Install defibrillator - MF

	17.5.18
	Storage of PC documents at Ipswich Record Office
	 Deferred pending record office move

	18.1.18
	Wash Lane maintenance:
Bridge
Arrange ditch clearance 
Remove tree stumps
	
Postponed
PM/TP
Obtain quote - GT

	17.5.18
	Thwaite Comm Projects Group 
	Check St George’s footbridge – TP
St George’s Hall – parishioners’ questionnaire on future of Hall – TP/GL progressing  

	17.5.18
	Speeding – The Street – high viz 30mph vests
	AS to deliver to Post Office

	20.9.18
	Grit Bin application 
	Funding for 4 larger bins - Finance Group to approach County/District for funding

	May 2018
	Bus Stop A140 opposite Walnut Tree PH – 
	
Notice Board for timetable – TP to investigate.
Include timetable on website/parish magazine – GT
Install Seat – TP/PM

	15/11/18
	PIIP’s – identify items of community expenditure via Cil
	Village Sign designs – progress  sign – PIIPs working group

	30.5.19
	Monitor road edge – The Street, SA
	All councillors

	18.7.19
	Play equipment/play surface grant funding
	Finance Group to pursue grant funding with MSDC 

	18.7.19
	Suffolk CC Our Water Project
	Working Group to meet Mr Locksmith in New Year – TP, GT, PM, DM, CM GL

	18.7.19
	Internal Audit report 2018-19
	Action items in progress

	21.11.19
	Grit bins
	Ask Highways to fill with grit - LC

	21.11.19
	Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
	Investigate What’s App Group - VL
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