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GOOD MORNING!

Breakfast served until 11Tam every day

Full English Breakfast

Fried egg, rasher of butcher's bacon, sausage, mushroom,

tomato, baked beans, hash brown, fried bread £11.95
Includes all items from the buffet

Vegetarian Breakfast

Two fried eggs, baked beans, two hash browns, mushroom,

tomato, fried bread £11.95
Includes all items from the buffet

Smoked Mackerel
With Scrambled Eggs £9.95
Includes all items from the buffet

Four Egg Omelette
Plain or with cheese, bacon or mushrooms £9.95
Includes all items from the buffet

Breakfast Brioche Bap served with two hash browns From
Choose from Bacon, Sausage, Egg £9.95
Includes all items from the buffet

Continental Buffet Only (per person)

Please help yourself from the breakfast buffet £7.95
Under 12's £5.95
Porridge Made with Jumbo Oats
served with maple syrup £3.20
Specialty Coffees

£2.95

Toast and Preserves
Thick sliced bread with Tiptree Marmalade & Jam £2.95
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Contact List of Organizations for Stoke Ash & Thwaite

Editor Gordon Leggett 01379 678450
Advertising Ken Smith 01379 678197
Garden Club Thwaite George Parnell 07983 691748
Garden Club Stoke Ash Lionel Coe 01379 678463
Knit, Craft & Natter Jacqui Lawrence 01449 768116
Revd Susan Loxton S/ Email: revioxton@gmail.com
Ash Social Club Ellen Stannard 01379 678646
& Lionel Coe 01379 678463
Women’s Institute (secretaryy Pam Cooke 01379 678100
S/Ash Village Hall (bookingsy Brenda Lock 01379 678383
Management Committee  Geoff Tancred 01379 678568
Thwaite 50 Lottery Club  Christine Maisey 01379 730072

Email: maisey686@gmail.com

Stoke Ash & Thwaite has 7 Parish Councillors.

If you wish to raise any matters concerning the villages you can do
so by attending Parish Council meetings posted on the Parish
Council notice board and website or by directly contacting one of
the councillors or the Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish clerk Lynne
Cockerton on 01728 862001 lynne.cockerton@btopenworld.com

Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Councillors
Clir Tony Pulham (chair) 07850 385914 tony@hpfltd.co.uk
CliIr Val Lane 01379 678568 vallane2002@yahoo.com

Clir Gordon Leggett (vice chair) 01379678450 gel-print@outlook.com
Clir Geoff Tancred 01379 678568 geoffreytancred@gmail.com

Clir Roger Kember 01449 768142 rogerkember@gmail.com
Clir Dick Maisey 01379 730072 maisey686@gmail.com
Clir Christine Maisey 01379 730072 maisey686@gmail.com

Please note anticipated Parish Council meeting dates at Stoke Ash
Village Hall for 2024. These are on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm,
18th January, 21st March, 16th May, 18th July,
19th September and the 21st November.
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é The copy deadline for ALL issues this year will be the )
A\ 10th of alternate months and for advertisers the 12th y

This edition of the newsletter has been produced in good faith but errors and
omissions may occur during the process of production. Please let us know if this is
the case so that they may be corrected.

Please note that the views expressed in readers letters are not necessarily
those of the editors. We cannot be held responsible for the accuracy
of material submitted for publication; however we reserve the right to

\_ include, edit or omit letters as we think appropriate. )

DK Appliances Ltd

Domestic Appliance Repairs,

Sales of New and Reconditioned Machines
=== Finbows Yard, Station Road,
Bacton, Stowmarket IP14 4NH
_ : Telephone: 01449 780398
‘) M oA o
Heating Services Ltd

Oil, Gas & LPG Servicing and Repairs
01379 783427

Wickham Gate, High Street, Gislingham, EyeSuffolk, IP23 8|D
maheating.co.uk

Like us on
Facebook!
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Well it’s that time of year again when we say goodbye to autumn and winter is now
around the corner. Summer holidays are behind us and the cold and wet is upon us.

In this issue I have put an extract from a letter from our local MP Dr Daniel Poulter
as it relates to the extreme weather and recent flooding caused by storm Babet.

Most of us were affected by it but some came off a lot worse than others. I hope
none of you blew up your engines in your car by trying to get through the floods.
I was told that there were about 20 cars abandoned along the Wickham to
Finningham road so I trust yours was not one of them.

We all have our thoughts and opinions as to why it was worse in some places than
others but lets be careful before we start the blame game. Thwaite councillors have
already had a meeting with our chair of parish council Tony Pulham on November
9th and after consulting a detailed map of rivers and ditches with expected water
flow directions it was found that there were certain ‘pinch points’ that need to
be addressed which will need consultation with River authorities, Highways
Department, Farmers, landowners and our local district and county councillors.
This will relate both to Thwaite and Stoke Ash.

No one authority or person can resolve the situation and there is a call for all to
meet and put forward an urgent combined plan before floods happen again.

Sad to say, our chair Tony Pulham might have been one of the worse affected as I
have included some pictures of his flooded house and garden.

We do welcome into the village Richard & Louise Nevill who unfortunatly had
their home at Framsden flooded and will be staying in the village until such time as
their home is dried out and ready to live in again. They have been advised by their
insurance company that it could take 6-9 months!

Thank you to those in the village who have helped Richard and Louise in their sad
ordeal, you know who you are.

Thank you to those in our villages who helped out their neighbours and those who
took their spades to clear out the gullies along the road edges to allow the water to
get to the ditches and rivers. Thank you also to those who owned tractors and helped
people to get home from work, including our doctors, nurses and support staff.

We will be able to inform you about rectifying the ‘pinch points’ more once we
have heard from the various authorities concerned.

As this will be the last magazine this year can I thank you all for supporting it with
stories and pictures and I trust you will have more for us in the New Year. We wish
you all a Happy Christmas not forgetting the Reason for the Season!

Cllr Leggett
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~1869 to 2019~
PALMERS BAKERY

HAUGHLEY
TRADITIONAL HIGH CLASS
FAMILY BAKERS & CONFECTIONERS

. “ - L
FRESH BREAD & CONFECTIONERY BAKED DAILY BY CRAFTSMEN USING
LOCAL INGREDIENTS & BAKED IN ANCIENT BRICK OVENS

IS The Village Green~ Haughley - 01449 673286
Largest Stockist of Tiptree Jams & Marmalades in East Anglia.
Suffolk Honey, Free Range Eggs, Groceries & Local Produce.

Freshly Made Sandwiches & Filled Rolls - Hot Drinks & Bacon Rolls
Also at Stowmarket, Woolpit, Stanton, Ipswich and
Brett’s Bakery Needham Market & Freshfills of Claydon

150 Years of Tradition, Service & Baking

Ucarn Boarding Hennels

Opening Hours
Mon—Sat 9.00am to 12.00 noon
Visitors welcome other times by

appointment

12 years experience of
running boarding kennels.

Fully Licensed and Insured.

Each kennel has a large

bedding area with underfloor For enquiries or to book now,
heating and two large external  JodiPalmer  please phone:
runs; within a safe and secure Acorns 01449 767012
compound. Wash Lane 07754 851789
2 Year National Diploma in Mendlesham
Animal Care. Stowmarket
Suffolk

Also qualified in the safe use of IP145TD
veterinary medicines.

’@ For friendly

@ 0 personal care

N\
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Clir Val Lane

I was born within the sound of Bow Bells in the London Hospital in September
1953. Like my two older sisters, I was going to be called John, however being
another girl they thankfully decided against it. 18 months later my brother arrived
and so my parents eventually got their wish of having a son called John. I remember
the family home as always being busy with laughter, visitors and kittens. My father
had grown up in Bow and was very much an 'Eastender' (bearing absolutely no
relation to the BBC's version of east end life). He served in the army being part of
the Pay Corps and spent some time in
Belgium during the war. My mother
was a nurse and had come from a
'well-to-do' family, so they were quite
different in their upbringing and
approaches to life. One thing they
did have in common was their faith
and they were very much involved
with the local Baptist Church which
greatly influenced my upbringing.

I grew up in Seven Kings which was then part of Greater London. My childhood
was a happy one having the wonderful freedom of the early 60s, disappearing to the
park all day with by brother and fishing for 'tiddlers' without mum having to worry
about us — we always reappeared in time for tea! I passed the '11 plus' and followed
my sister to grammar school where I was viewed with high hopes by the teachers

as the little sister of a high flyer. Unfortunately, (as far as my achievements were
concerned) I met my husband to be when I wasl5, lost interest in school and scraped
by with 5 GCEs.

I was keen to start work and earn money and my dad did not discourage me. My
first job was in the city at Barclays Bank DCO (Dominion, Colonial & Overseas)
working in the Personnel department. I learned more about the world's geography
there than I ever did in a classroom! After a few years, I decided that commuting
was not for me and started work locally at the London Electricity Board where

I acquired a good knowledge of slot meters and East London geography. After a
couple of years, I realised I missed the excitement of London life and returned to
the city working for an American Bank, then returning to Barclays which had been
rebranded 'International’ working in the Personnel and Payroll department.

I married my husband at the ridiculously young age of 20 and went on to have two
sons, now aged 45 and 42. When my first son started school, I took a part time job
as a local taxi controller, and then in the accounts department of a local hospital.
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After my divorce in 1988 I struggled
financially but was grateful for the
wonderful support of my parents
through the stress of being a single
parent. I went to evening classes and
obtained a GCSE in Law, going on to
pass the A level the following year.

I had hoped to go on to study for a Law
degree, but without financial support
from my ex-husband this was not

. feasible.

My interest in law led me to
commence my career with the
Probation service, working in
Southend Magistrates Court

and then the Colchester Courts
which coincided with my move
from Essex to Suffolk in 1998.
Much as I enjoyed working in the
Magistrates courts, I needed a
further challenge and transferred
to Ipswich where I was one of the
Probation team serving Ipswich
Crown Court. I loved this job;
interviewing and writing reports, prosecuting breaches and providing updates about
offenders progress (or otherwise) on orders and licences. Every day was different
and working alongside barristers, judges, mental health services, solicitors, court
staff and the prison service was enjoyable and stimulating. It could be described

as 'working with Judges and junkies and everything in between'. I retired from the
Probation Service in 2018.

I obtained my motorcycle licence at the
age of 44 and travelled on my 500cc
bike with friends to the Catalunya
area of Spain for a wonderful holiday
touring the mountains. I enjoyed it

so much, I did it again (upgraded to a
650cc) the following year! I learned
to fly a glider at an airfield in Essex
and on a singles holiday in Turkey a
few years later, I obtained my PADI
certificate (diving) and jumped off a
mountain at 6000 feet in a paraglider.
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My partner Geoff, and I moved to Stoke Ash in 2012 and I have to say this is the
best ever place to live! How lovely to wake up to this glorious countryside, and the
peace and quiet (it's strange how the A140's noise seems to disappear after a while).
When we moved to Stoke Ash, we thought we were just buying a place to live, but
what we didn't appreciate at the time was the friendliness of the community we were
moving in to. We were made to feel so welcome. I was invited to the WI within days
of moving in and after being a member for several years I was eventually persuaded
to become president. I am also treasurer for All Saints church and secretary and
treasurer for the village hall. Any free time is spent time trying to keep some

control of the garden, cycling, knitting, learning to crochet, doing jigsaw puzzles
and spending time with crafty friends in the :

Thwaite 'Craft, Knit & Natter' group. Geoff
and I enjoy walking our dogs, Ben and Molly
and we love travelling, both in England (in our
caravan) and in Europe, especially France.

I have a 4 year old grandson and a
granddaughter, born in October who live with
my elder son and his partner in Eastwood,
Essex. My transgender daughter lives in
Surrey.

In the few years that I have been a Parish
Councillor, I have found it to be interesting and
challenging. Although it is at the bottom of the
politics chain, it is an important and integral
part of village life and is an opportunity to
make a difference, and to serve this wonderful
community of Stoke Ash & Thwaite.

Do you want to be a winner? You have to be in it to win it. ‘ ' -

Join us in our weekly draw based on the Saturday National Lottery Bonus Ball. ‘ \
You won't win a million, but our odds are much more favourable!
Cost is £1 per week.

You can pay in cash or cheque, or by standing order.

Our bank details are :

Account:  Stoke Ash Village Hall

a/c number: 76536668 Sort code: 309950

Please contact Val Lane to get your

Personal Village Hall Lottery draw number.Tel 01379 678568
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Remembrance Day

On Saturday November 11th at 11.00hrs, some of us met in Stoke Ash All Saints

churchyard to remember those from our villages who lost their lives during the last

two World wars, to lay a wreath and to give thanks for the freedom we enjoy today.
M -

Many of us have never experienced the
pain and suffering of war and it really came
home to me on the Sunday at the Baptist
Church when we listened to the video clip
‘In Flanders Fields by John McCrae’ (you
can find this on Youtube).

The video clip is based on three war poems
to life. During the first World War, Canadian
physician Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae wrote the poem
on May 3rd 1915 after presiding over the funeral of a friend
and fellow soldier.

This brings to light the references to the red poppies that grew
over the graves of the fallen soldiers at that time. It’s so easy for
us to forget and also to find fault when we should be the most
grateful people in the world, yes our politicians and leaders are
far from perfect but we must remember that if the talking stops
and people are not truthful, the outcome is not good.

We must have law and order and respect for those who are
willing to stand and act on our behalf and each one of us can
make a difference to our village, towns and cities if we are
willing to do our part.

Please be encouraged that what our parents, grand parents
and great grandparents did for us we must also do for our
own children and grand children, to love them and create a
law abiding society.

1 . 1
! Thwaite 50 Lottery !
H We currently have 33 members & always looking for more. H
1 The cost is £5.00 per month £60 per year. Prizes are £25, £20 & £15. per month |
1 with a grand Christmas draw of £100 and a small complementary prize for non winners. |
i All proceeds go to help the village of Thwaite. H
H latest being £1000 in 2022 and also in 2023. H
i Thank you to all of our members who make this possible. i
i Please contact Chris & Dick Maisey to join. 01379730072 or 07748844019 i
i i
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1




MPD TANKS

For all your oil tank needs

Steel and Plastic Tanks
available

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

07708 395889
01449 767820

Pet Photography and Digital art
Transform any photo

Watercolour, Pencil Sketch
Oil Painting

Restore damaged

photos

call John, 07961224515
jfoximaging@gmail.com
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Kevin Hollings
KERCHEN STUDIE

Unit 14 Lodge Works,
Stowmarket Road,
Old Newton,
1P14 4EE
01449 257160
info@kevinhollingskitchens.co.uk

www.kevinhollings.com

YOUR RELIABLE LOCAL PLUMBER

q Mark Jardine G:phe

anglianwater Plumbing & Heqﬁng R;lgist;red
umber

¢ All Household Plumbing, Large or Small
e All Work Anglian Water Certified

e 24 Hour Emergency Call Out

Tel: 01728 628291 Mob: 07854 924 801

Email: mgjardine@btinternet.com
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> come for a lunch and chat

n’ monthly lunch ct’u’b

relfbeing it would be good if
al Flow Test before the event.if-you cah.

-The meal is prlmar er6 the QtoT(eAsh & Thwaite area who would I|ke to meet up
5 with others who may be living alone and would like to have a meal and chat -
RSVP to Gordon or Janis on 01379 678450 Mobile 07745 365583 :

“If you require transport please ask. We meet the 4th Wednesday in the month

Supported by Stoke Ash & Thwalte PC and Stoke Ash Baptist Church

oo

i
All are welcome at our Stoke Ash
regular activities’ Baptist Church

clo

Sunday 10.30am Morning Service
Tuesday 7.30pm Prayer, Share & Bible Focus

Regular activities in normal times: Friends & Neighbours, Community Breakfasts & Lunches,
Home Groups, Christianity/Discipleship Explored Courses & Holiday Club.

Please join us - you will receive a warm welcome.

More details on our website at www.stokeashbaptist.co.uk

Stoke Ash Baptist Church (SABC), Chapel Lane, Stoke Ash, Suffolk IP23
7EU Tel: 01379 678450 ¢ Email: gel-print@outlook.com
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Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Council -
report on meeting held 21 September 2023

Parish Council membership — three vacancies remain for Stoke Ash. Our members
would be very pleased to hear from any Stoke Ash parishioner, 18 years and

over who may be interested in joining the Council. It is important that all
vacancies are filled to ensure the village is properly represented at this lower

tier of local government. Meetings are held bi-monthly, January, March, May,
July, September and November at Stoke Ash Village Hall. The work of the
council covers recommendations to the District Council on planning applications,
overseeing the finances of the parish council, monitoring highways, public
footpaths, health and safety issues and generally ensuring the wellbeing of both
Stoke Ash and Thwaite. The role of a parish councillor can be a rewarding one
and the diversity arising from the different enthusiasms and interests of individual
councillors to be celebrated. Please do get in touch with an existing councillor or
the clerk if you think you may be interested, we would be very pleased to hear
from you.

Public Session — two parishioners attended the meeting to raise individual
concerns. Firstly, delivery drivers regularly parking in a private drive on Roman
Way. The resident was advised this should be regarded as an obstruction ,
photographs should be taken and incidents reported as soon as possible to the
police and the delivery company concerned. The other query concerned ditch
piping work at Hill Farm which it was stated was causing disturbance and
destruction of a great crested newt habitat. It was reported that the incident had
been reported to Mid Suffolk District Council planning and District Councillor
Tim Weller was in contact with the resident regarding any action to be taken.

In the meantime, if the work involved disturbance of a wildlife habitat, any
further incidents should be reported as soon as possible to the police and it was
understood the rural police department would be able to take action.

Holiday Lets — The Street, Stoke Ash — further incidents of disturbance had

been reported. The Parish Council reinforced the need to record the date and
time of any incidents and that these were again reported as soon as possible to
Environmental Health at MSDC or the police. The Parish Council requested that
it was kept informed.

20’s Plenty — the possibility of a 20mph speed limit in The Street, Stoke Ash
was raised. County ClIr Stringer stated some villages had 20’s Plenty signs but
these were advisory and not enforceable. A 20mph speed limit would require an
application to County Highways with data and evidence backing the application.

Date of next meeting: Thursday 16 November 2023, 7.30pm at The Village
Hall, Stoke Ash. ALL WELCOME
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South Hartismere Benefice p 7
: .
December Newsletter 2023 ™

‘All is strange, all is journey, and at the same time all is well’

& These were the words that a recent writer used to describe a
17th century painting of The Flight into Egypt - that moment
J at the end of the Christmas story when the Holy Family (Mary
and Joseph and the infant Jesus) escaped the murderous fury of King Herod. The
picture, reproduced here, is by Adam Elsheimer (1578-1610): half of it shows the
night sky and its reflection in the water below; in the centre is the Holy Family, lit by
a single lantern; on the left is the welcoming glow of a shepherds’ fire.

The words seem to me particularly appropriate to the whole Christmas story.

The elements in that story are certainly strange. We have angels, we have virgin
conception, we have shepherds leaving their sheep to look for a baby, and we have
wandering magicians following a star. And there is journey: Joseph’s journey of
acceptance of what has happened to him and his intended bride; the long hike to
Bethlehem for them and the Magi; the desperate escape to Egypt. And underlying it
all, the sense of the long and difficult road that lies ahead for this child.

It is because the Christmas story has all these elements that it speaks so powerfully
to us. We certainly live in strange times: we have wars that we never thought would
happen again; we are more than ever aware of our vulnerability to pandemics; we see
only too clearly the fragility of our beautiful world. And what a journey we are on,
technologically and in so many other ways: assumptions, certainties, expectations, all
changing inexorably. The Holy Family were on a journey into the unknown, and so
are we.

How can we be sure that, at the same time, all will be well? We cannot know how

it will work out, but we can trust that we are in safe hands - that the pain and the
cruelty in the world will not have the last word. Kindness, compassion, and love are
somehow truer: they feel more how things are meant to be. In the child whose birth
we celebrate at Christmas, we catch a glimpse of reality, a sight of the God who made
us, and will love us to the end. In his company we can say, in the words of the old
hymn: “It is well, it is well with my soul”.

All is strange, all is journey ... and all is well
Alan

News from the Parishes:
Welcome to: Swanley Crisp baptised at Thorndon

In Loving memory:
Keith Pawsey (Yaxley); Eileen Philips (Gislingham)
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Broc/(&mb Qwim?f Dogy Pourk

A fun and secure place to exercise your dogs in the countryside!
Bring your own dogs’ toys or make use of our supplied agility
equipment.

Park inside the field so no need for a lead! Shelter for rain cover
and a clean water tap for dog bowls and washing your dog off
also available.

Bookings online only at:
www.brockforddogpark.co.uk

Location: Brockford Sidings, Brockford Green, IP14 5NN

D. 1. ALSTON LTD.

THE CEDARS, CEDARS HILL, BROCKFORD. IP14 5PQ

OFFICE AND WORKSHOP LETS

SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS
(20FT, £100 PCM inc. VAT)

BROCKFORD SIDINGS HOLIDAY LETS
BROCKFORD CAMPSITE
DOG EXERCISE PARK

FOR ALL ENQUIRIES CONTACT:

TONY ALSTON
01449 766231
dialstonltd@outlook.com

Page 16




OO Adkins Opticians

traditional service, modern standards

2 Market Hill, Diss 1P22 4JZ
Tel: 01379 650899
www.adkinsopticians.co.uk

Mon - Fri 9:00am - 5:00pm
Sat 9:00am - 1:00pm .j

[T BUILDING & ROOFING CONTRACTOR
EST 1985

Roo FI NG & ROOFINGPAIRS

CHIMNEYS REBUILT;
REPAIRED, REPOINTED
OR REMOVED

ALL WORK GUARANTEED & FULLY INSURED
CALL US WE ALWAYS RETURN CALLS):

Email: rooflineplus2@gmail.com
07500 823292
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The
Walnut T

THWAITE ——

Suffolk’s Veggie Pub

Open 6 days a week for
Coffee # Lunch # Dinner
Children and dogs welcome

& Grain stores up to 80,000 tonnes

& Grain handling systems to 500 tonnes per hour
& Groundworks, drainage and concreting works
& Conveyors, elevators, dryers, fans and ducting
% Onion, potato and cold stores

@ Steel framed buildings

& Structural repair and building maintenance
& Refurbishment

JH Vaudrey & Son Ltd have been supporting farmers with their building requirements since 1993 and have a wealth of
expertise when it comes to the requirements of today’s agri business. J H Vaudrey & Son Ltd can provide grain stores
complete with the most up to date grain handling equipment, silos, dryers, and straw barns. We also provide a maintenance
service to all properties and farm buildings.

JH Vaudrey & Son Ltd provides a complete design and build service and will even take care of the planning
application for you. We will be pleased to hear from you and offer a friendly reliable service.
To discuss your requirements further telephone 01379 678459.

www.jhvaudrey.co.uk
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Lamberts Service Station Ltd

Shop Green, Bacton, Stowmarket, IP14 4LG, Tel: 01449 781260 Mobile: 07834 778116
www.lambertsservicestationltd.com Email : lamberts.1@btconnect.com

I

| Speciatioe
_ BODYSHOP

REPAIRS
RESPRAYS

Car Service, MOT Testing and Repairs

We have a fully equipped workshop where all manner of repairs can be undertaken. An MOT testing station and a
Body Shop where we can undertake Insurance accident repairs, general repair work and re-sprays. We also
operate a Recovery service which includes Home Starts. We are one of the few remaining rural Petrol Filling

stations and offer forecourt attended services. Please visit our website for full list of services.

WORKSHOP
Service all Makes and
Models
Air Conditioning
Engine Diagnostics
Fault Finding
Engine Management Lights
Exhausts
ABS

ITEMS STOCKED
Tyres
Batteries
Wiper Blades
Bulbs
Calor Gas

MOT TESTING BODYSHOP
MOTS while you wait - Accident Work
By Appointment Body Work Repairs
Petrol Paint Work
Diesel Re-Sprays
Electric Welding
Hybrids
RECOVERY SERVICE FORECOURT SERVICES
Home Starts Petrol and Diesel
Breakdown Tyre Pressure and Levels

Accident Recovery

Checked
Bulbs Fitted While You Wait
Antifreeze Check

Competitive prices on Tyres - Quotes given
Free no obligation Estimates on work needed

nFind us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/lambertsservicestation
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DAY TRIPS
We are a Suffolk based coach
company offering an array of
coach day excursions
departing from across both
Suffolk and Essex.
Whether you want to see a hit
West End show, visit a grand
stately home, attend a
popular flower show, embark
on a rail or river adventure or
have free time to explore
different towns and cities, we
have a huge variety of days
out to suit everyone
throughout the whole year.

PRIVATE HIRE > Use code
We offer coach hire from ’ : SATDAY23 to
across Suffolk, Essex or save £2.50pp
Norfolk! We can provide a on Day Trips
competitive coach hire quote = i . when booking
to fit all of your needs. =Nl : online.

0330 1000 360 - Info@gallowuyeropean.co.uk - www.travel-galloway.com

MID SUFFOLK MOBILITY
and CARE EQUIPMENT CENTRE
_‘Finbow s Yard Bacton, Nr stowmarket, Suffolk |p14 aNH Te': 01449 781804

Open: 9.00am to 4.00pm Tuesday to Saturday

Everything you need to help you when you are out and about

Plus we stock a wide range of mobility and ability aids to assist you around the home including:
Recliner Chairs, Bath Lifts, Shower Stools, Large & Small Rollators, Walking Frames and much more.

Stockists of DB Wide-fitting i for Stairlifts phone
Shoes and House Slippers @;’3 easy(}) L é ?1 9 5 ﬂ 0800 0169 231

For further mformatlon or adwce please telephone Mavis or Mark on 01449 781804

, Email' I‘III onnect.




ALL SAINTS CHURCH STOKE ASH WITH THWAITE

WORSHIP
e Sunday 10 December at 3.00pm — Carols
*  Sunday 14 January at 10.30am — Holy Communion

For all other services around the Benefice, please refer to the village and church
notice- boards. All details are also on-line and on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/southhartismerechurches

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
This is to be held in the church on:

e Saturday 2 December — 11am-4pm
e Sunday 3 December — lpm-4pm

*  Wednesday 6 December — 1lpm-3pm

Grand Draw takes place at 3pm on Wednesday 6th

BOOKS AND JIGSAWS
Books and jigsaws are always on sale in the church porch.
(The outer door is always unlocked, but is stiff to open)

JUMBLE SALE

We will be holding our next Jumble Sale in the spring of next year — date and times
in next Newsletter.

FUNERALS, BAPTISMS and WEDDINGS

For all enquiries, please phone or email -

Reverend Canon Susan Loxton, Rural Dean of Hartismere & Hoxne Deanery on:
Telephone: 01379 388493; email: revloxton @gmail.com

THANK YOU

I wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped in so many different
ways in keeping the church running and keeping the churchyard and car park tidy
during this last year.

A very big thank you to everyone. Without your help and support the church will CLOSE.
I wish everyone of you a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Love and God Bless
June
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*xXEX GISLINGHAM PLAYGROUP *****

We provide a safe, warm, friendly and caring
setting for children aged 2-5 years, in a brand
new purpose built building on the same site as
Gislingham CEVCP School, with whom we work

closely to provide an excellent education.

Breakfast Club 8.00am - 8.45am
Morning 8.45am to 11.45am, Lunch Club 11.45am to 12.45pm
Afternoon 12.45pm to 3.45pm

"Children's welfare, learning and development is fully
supported by the highly motivated staff" Ofsted 2012

Please visit our website www.gislinghamplaygroup.com or phone
us on 01379 788934

KXk KKk Khkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx
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Our clerk Lynne Cockerton has received a letter from our local MP Dr Daniel
Poulter which contains thanks and advice after the recent flooding caused by
Storm Babet. I have asked ClIr Tancred if he could post this on our website as the
letter is addressed to ‘Dear Fellow Local Resident’.

Please see below an extract from that letter if you have had your home impacted
by these recent floods:

RE: Support with Flooding

I'am very sorry that your home has been affected by the recent flooding, caused by Storm Babet.
The flooding has caused widespread damage throughout Suffolk, and this was probably the worst
flooding in our area for over 100 years. | believe the meteorological term for what has occurred is a
weather bomb, and | suspect there is very little that could have been done to have prevented the
floods. Asyou are probably aware, | was also personally impacted and had to abandon my car and
carry my young family to safety, and my constituency office was flooded and remains unusable.

I am grateful to the many community volunteers who have rallied to support the residents and
businesses that have been affected. | have spent the last few days visiting homes in the area to offer
my help and support to those in need and | have raised the urgent need for support for Suffolk’s
flood-impacted homes directly with the Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak. Thanks to my intervention on
behalf of flood affected residents and businesses in our area, the Government will now be providing
extra support from the Flood Recovery Framework.

The Flood Recovery Framework provides support for immediate flood recovery costs. The
Government passes this funding through local councils directly to householders. This Government
funding includes:

* ACommunity Recovery Grant — up to £500 per flood affected household to help with
immediate recovery costs;

¢ Council Tax Discounts of up to 100% ~ passed on to householders for the duration that they
remain out of their homes;

* Up to £5000 of funding to help rebuild and future-proof the house against future flooding.

Full details on the Flood Recovery Fund can be found at: Government announces support for flood-
hit areas - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

I would urge you to apply for this Government funding through your local council. If you would like
help to do this, please contact me or my office and | shall be happy to help.

I have also included some further links below, which may also provide further guidance to support
with the flood recovery process:

https://www.gov.uk/after-flood

Working for the people of Central Suffolk and North Ipswich

All correspondence should be addressed to the House of Commons
Tel: 020 7219 7038 Email: daniel poulter.mp@parliament.uk  Web: www.drdaniclpoulter.com
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Height of the river where the tree landed
Deadmans Lane, Stoke Ash

Tony Pulhams yard, garden ana
Mendlesham Glebe corner kitchen




F. G. BROWN - OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

As independent opticians we offer a more personalised
eyecare service that you can trust for
all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry
A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses
Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

Your sight care is our priority

Nexus Heat offer a complete supply and installation service across a wide selection
of traditional and contemporary Woodburners, Multi-fuel, Pellet and Gas stoves.

Our beautiful showroom is always filled with a varied display from top manufacturers
such as Heta, Parkray, AGA and Bellfires amongst others.

® www.nexusheat.co.uk O (01379) 671168 © info@nexusheat.co.uk
© Maltings Barn, Hinderclay Rd, Wattisfield, Diss, Suffolk, IP22 1NF

Page 25




Finbows Furnishers

New and Used Furniture
Bought and Sold

Find us on Facebook

finbows-furnishers@hotmail.com

Station Road,
Bacton
Nr. Stowmarket IP14 4NH
01449-781732
Open Tuesday — Saturday 9am-5pm

Optimal Heating

Father & Son Team
with over 30 years experience

Specialist Heating Engineers
Oil, Natural Gas & LPG Servicing and Repairs

Tel: 01728 628687
Mobile: 07806 660399
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Safe & Sound

Hygiene and Pest Control
Is your garden over run with Moles ?
Do you have a wasp nest ?
Are your paddocks over-run with rabbits ?
For ALL your Domestic / Commercial Pest Control
Woodworm treatment available.

No obligation - free survey/quotes.

Pest infestation can damage your health and your home. Recent surveys show that numbers of
mice/rats and bed bugs found in UK homes are on the rise. As Local Authorities are cutting back on
free pest control services. We are here to offer you a service at the right price.

Please call for a chat on 01379788865 07809226109 07518731106
www.safeandsoundhygieneandpestcontrol.co.uk

Andrew Bingham

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICE

Local Caring Independent Funeral Service

24 Hour Personal Service * Private Chapel * FREE Parking
www.andrewbingham.co.uk

01449 771666

The Nutshell, Milton Road South, Stowmarket, IP14 1EZ

<ATION,

Golden Char% i

Funeral Plans
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The speaker’s subject for the September meeting was The Tithe War in Suffolk.
The speaker was Robert Halliday and he had a very rich knowledge of the subject.
The subject was a very interesting issue, made all the more fascinating because it
was such a local story.

The tithe dates back to the Middle Ages, when the Roman Catholic church made
everyone pay them 10% of their earnings. Gradually, over the centuries, the
practice mostly died out, leaving only farmers being obliged by law to pay the

tithe. Sometimes when they hadn’t the cash to pay the annual tithe, they would give
goods or land to the value of the 10%. This helped the church become very large
landowners.

The farmers did what they could by sticking together to try to foil the attempts to
get the money from them. Mr AG Mobbs, was the head of the Suffolk Tithe Payers’
Association in 1931. He made it plain that anyone co-operating with authorities to
seize farmers’ goods would be ostracised.

In the 1930’s a farmer in Stoke by Clare refused to pay his tithe, so bailiffs were
called in to seize his property and take it to auction. Many local people, who
disagreed with this law, went to the auction and agreed between themselves that they
wouldn’t outbid one another on the lots, so they bought much of the property for
very small sums of money and gave it back to the farmer. The tithe due was£100,
the auction raised around £5. This happened on several occasions, with the bailiffs
hardly getting any money for all their efforts.

Doreen Wallace, who was the wife of Rowland Rash, a farmer from Wortham, was a
well-known writer during the 1930’s and made quite a noise about the unfairness of
the tithes. She and her husband wouldn’t pay the money to the church so, again, the
bailiffs were sent in. However, not wanting to make the job too easy for them, the
farmer had dug a very large ditch around the farmyard just before they were due to
arrive and had felled a tree which happened to fall across the drive to the farm!

This led to a 19 day standoff. During this time, Oswald Mosley’s black shirts
(fascists) tried to muscle in on the action, as they often did, but were mostly arrested
for inciting a breach of the peace.
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Unfortunately, the goods were eventually seized and taken to an auction in the north
of England so local farmers couldn’t buy them back at low prices. Doreen Wallace
eventually wrote a book entitled “The Tithe War’, and there is a memorial stone still
in place on the land owned by the Rash family at Wortham.

There were many instances of this kind of treatment of farmers around the county,
including at Elmsett Hall, where 3 haystacks owned by Charles Westren were to be
seized. Apparently, no local hauliers would transport the hay, so a company from
Cambridge was called in. They turned up without pitchforks, so they had to go to
Ipswich to buy some! Meanwhile, many local workers were given the day off and
many went to Elmsett to make a nuisance of themselves at the Hall. Eventually the
haulier gave up trying to get the load away. There is another memorial in Elmsett to
commemorate the occasion.

Eventually, after many instances of local protest, the tithe was abolished in the
1970’s, so farmers no longer had to pay money to the church. It was a surprise to
me how recently this practice came to an end as I’d heard of it, but had wrongly
assumed it was stopped a long time before then.

In October, we had a hands-on crafting evening. Each member took an empty
wine bottle and a paper Christmas serviette to the meeting. We were shown by a
couple of members from another local WI how to split the layers of the serviette
and shred them, keeping the plain and decorated layers separated. Once they

were in small pieces, we had to spread PVA glue on the bottle and stick the plain
paper, followed by a layer of decorated paper onto the bottle. Once they were fully
covered, we wrapped some sisal twine around the neck to give it a neat finish, then
a string of delicate fairy lights, powered by little batteries in a fake bottle cork were
inserted. When the lights were switched on, they glowed through the designs on
the bottles and gave them a pretty festive look. A very pleasant and interesting new
craft learned, that can easily be repeated using bottles and jars of all kinds — just
ready for Christmas.

Our programme for meetings is published on the village website and on our
dedicated WI page (http://sefwi.org.uk/institutes/stoke-ash). Please check it
out and do get in touch, or just come along on the night. Meetings are held on
the second Wednesday of each month at the village hall, starting at 7.30pm.

You’ll get a warm welcome.
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Locally Sourced Meats

British Beef o Free R Pork
Lamb :1(llshick?r:1 ° G::le oag%)f)keoci Meats 17 Church Street’ Eye
Tel: 01379 870155

Home Made Pork Sausages
Our Speciality OPENING HOURS

Including:- Plain Pork e Gluten Free _
Cracked Black Pepper @ Pork & Apple ¥0ngay ;gg am 288 pm
Cumberland o Pork & Leek ® Pork & Ale 4€Sday -~-vam - 0.Uu pm
Sweet Chilli » Smoky BBQ Wednesday  7.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thursday 7.30 am - 5.30 pm
Home Made Burgers Friday 7.30 am - 5.30 pm

Beef & Onion @ Pork & Apple

Lamb & Mint @ Chicken @ Gluten Free Saturday 7.30 am - 4.00 pm

I‘ a_nk Does your Qil Tank need replacing?
We are your local oil tank installer established since 1989
hange with over 16,000 installations to date.

ILimited

New oil tank installations, relocations and servicing
Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks
* Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in
stock

OFTEC registered

Kingspan Titan Accredited

Fully insured

Parish magazine discount

Free surveys

Tel. 01449 781210
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www.tankchange.co.uk

Kingspan«
« Accredited Installer
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Independent and Family Ru

Member of the National

Association of Funeral Directors

see our reviews

Susan Whymark

Funeral Service
Independent, Family Run

Funeral Service

serving Eye, Harleston and the

- surrounding areds Since 2004

Chestnut House, 12 Progress Way,
Eye, Suffolk, IP23 7HU

Tel: 01379 871168 (24hr)

n

Ley House, 11a London Road,
Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 9BH

Tel: 01379 851253 (24hr)

at www.susanwhymark.co.uk

email: susan

@susanwhymark.co.uk

01449 721599
enquiries@gippingpress.co.uk
www.gippingpress.co.uk

Landscaping
Grass Cutting
Mower Servicing
Garden Maintenance
Hedge Cutting
Fencing Work
Tree Surgery

Seasoned Firewood
by the full or half load

Call 01379 783093
for further details
Or to arrange a free quote
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Macmillan Cancer Support

Thank You from Kim & Greg
Huggins Farm -
Stoke Ash

Macmillan Coffee Morning - Friday 29th Sept.

We would like to give a huge thank you to everyone who came to our
Macmillan Coffee Morning, you all helped to raise a whopping £500, so a
big thank you. Those of you that contributed by bringing some yummy cakes,
another massive thank you.

It was great to see some familiar faces as well as some new ones that came with
friends, I think you would agree everyone had a good time.

We would also like to thank The Walnut Tree at Thwaite, Stoke Ash White
Horse, Thornham Four Horseshoes, Dunnett’s Family Butchers in Eye and also
Crackers & Chaps Hair & Beauty Salon in Diss for their very kind and very
generous gift vouchers which we used for the tombola and also as draw prizes.

Thank you
Kim & Greg @ Huggins Farm

STOKE ASH VILLAGE HALL
FOR HIRE

For private parties, anniversaries,
club meetings and classes, etc.
* Comfortable seating for fifty

* Spacious kitchen and modern cooker,
crockery & cutlery

» Ample parking
* Good value — low charges
£8.00 per hour, new bookings £10 per hour L

Book with Brenda Lock 01379 678383
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come to MENDLESHAM for your

Fish ‘N’ Chips

* Pizzas * Pies * Rice Dishes

* Spring Rolls * Burgers * Kebabs

* Chicken * Spare Ribs * Sausages

* Pasties * Curries * Pickles & Peas

* Vegetarian Dishes * Children’s Menu
We also cater for Functions

Opening Times Lunch Evening
Monday Closed Closed
Tuesday 11.30am — 1.30 pm 4.30pm — 7.30pm
Wednesday Closed 4.30pm — 7.30pm
Thursday 11.30am — 1.30 pm 4.30pm — 7.30pm
Friday 11.30am — 1.30 pm 4.30pm —8.00pm
Saturday 11.45am — 1.00 pm 4.30pm — 8.00pm
Sunday Closed Closed

Telephone: 01449 766987

Frog’s Farm
Eggs & Flowers

Hello and Welcome from Frog’s Farm
Located on the A140 see our signs.

We welcome all visitors and stock 6 box Eggs and trays
along with sacks of Potatoes and Bird Seed.

Available to order "Wild Duck" - Please call us
Our phone number is 01379 678459

Usually open 10am to 4pm
give us a call if you would like to know more.
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Stoke Ash & Thwai
O?XET _AC Newslt:ttz r Asdvertis;’;:;tReates

_ \]k ) The following rates are effective
\ o ‘\’ from 1st January 2023
{ X 4 j/: per annum (6 issues)
) Full Page . . . £70
T Half Page . . . £45

Quarter Page . . . £35

; Adverts in colour — Cost per annum
e (6 issues)

Boarding Kennels Full Page . .. £100
Half Page . . . £60
C
e Caﬂ? ry Quarter Page . . . £40
Clay Lane, Braiseworth, Eye _
Set up fee for all advertisement £8.00
IPZS 7DZ Subsequent amendments are also charged at £8.00
(Just 2 minutes off the A140) Leaflets / Advertising flyers inserted
cost £12.00 per item
Tel 01 379678374 Contact K Smith on 01379 678 197
www.quietacres.co.uk or email stokeash@supanet.com

J. LAWES

HARDWARE ‘- IRONMONGERS
GARDEN AND BUILDERS SUPPLIERS
Including Sand, Ballast and Cement in large or small quantities.

FENCING - GATES - GARDEN SHEDS + PEAT / COMPOSTS - LAWNMOWERS
CHAINSAWS - PAINTS - HAND TOOLS - POWER TOOLS - HD & DOMESTIC
ELECTRIC CABLE & FITTINGS - DOUBLE GLAZING - PVC SHEETING

All types of Timber. Timber prepared. Lap Fencing Panels, Trellis Panels.

Rickinghall
% Granular and Nut Salt * Timber Patio Decking |

Plywood, Chipboard & Hardhoard Sheeting, - <’%

Drainpipe and Fittings, Full range of Copper Pipe and fitting_ Stumarket

Diss

A140

Open Mon - Sat 8.30am to 5.30pm Te': Stowmarket
Delivery on all items (including Calor Gas)
01449 781452

- Credit Cards accepted
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Useful Contact Numbers
Health Centres

Mendlesham 01449 767722 Eye
Suffolk Doctors on call
Emergency Dental Services

Drugs Advisory Council

Police

Citizens Advice Bureau 01449 676060 or
Veterinary Surgeon (Eye)

Electricity Power Failure UK Power Network

Suffolk County Council — switchboard
Emergency contact outside office hours
Trading Standards

01379 870689
01473 299622
01473 715623
0800 776600
101 & 999
01379 651333
01379 852146
0800 7838838

01473 583000
0845 6066067
0845 6032814

County Councillor Andrew Stringer 07774 199061 & 01449 780339
Email andrew.stringer@suffolk.gov.uk

Mid Suffolk District Council
District Councillor - ClIr Tim Weller

Palgrave Ward

Magazine
Advertising: Ken Smith
Treasurer: Tony Pulham tony@hpfltd.co.uk

Distribution: Ann Warr-Wood
Chrissy Maisey & Dick Maisey

Website

Printed by Gipping Press Ltd Needham Market
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stokeash@supanet.com

07928 512586

Email tim.weller@midsuffolk.gov.uk

01379 678197
07850 385914

01379 678329
01379 730072

Geoff Tancred stokeashandthwaite.onesuffolk.net

01449 721599




The Hair Studio at Mendlesham Ltd

BEV & KIRSTY

FORMERLY CURL UP & DYE

WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US

PROFFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL ATTENTION IN
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES: CASUAL PUT-UPS
WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc
FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES
SENIOR CITIZEN RATES TUESDAY ONLY
EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING

LOYALITY CARD, STAMP EVERY SERVICE
ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS
CALL US ON 01449 766977

OR VISIT US AT
Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, Suffolk IP14 5SF

www.hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk





