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Code: whitehorse 

The White Horse Inn, Stoke Ash 
01379 678222    

mail@whitehorse-suffolk.co.uk 

GOOD 
MORNING! 

BREAKFAST SERVED  
UNTIL 11.30am 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

 

 
 

 

Buffet Selection    £4.25 
Unlimited Tea, Coffee and Toast  
to your table… then help yourself  
to any buffet items for no extra  
charge 
(Add this on to any cooked breakfast) 
 
Big Breakfast    £6.50 
Two Fried Eggs, two rashers of  
Bacon, Sausage, Mushrooms,  
Tomato, Baked Beans,  
Hash Browns, Fried Bread 
 
Full English Breakfast   £4.95 
Fried Egg, two rashers of Bacon, Sausage, 
Mushrooms, Tomato,  
Fried Bread 
 
Vegetarian Breakfast   £4.95 
Two Fried Eggs, Baked Beans,  
Hash Browns, Mushrooms,  
Tomato, Fried Bread 
 
 

 
 
Smoked Mackerel    £4.45 
With Scrambled Eggs     
 
Bacon and Eggs    £3.95 
Scrambled, Poached or Fried 
 
Eggs on Toast     £3.95 
Scrambled, Poached or Fried 
 
Bacon or Sausage Sandwich  £3.95 
Thick sliced granary or white  
bread 
 
Four Egg Omelette    £4.45 
Plain or with cheese, ham or 
mushrooms  

 
Butchers Ham & Cheese   £4.45 
A baked roll, Cleveleys butchers  
smoked ham, smoked cheddar 
and creamy brie 
 
Porridge     £2.95 
Made with Jumbo Oats and  
served with maple syrup 
 
Toast and Preserves   £2.00 
Thick sliced bread with Tiptree  
Marmalade & Jams 
   
Maple and Pecan Danish  £2.00 
 
Large Croissant and Preserves £2.00  
With Tiptree Marmalade & Jams 
 
Pot of Tea     £2.45 
Speciality Tea    £2.45 
Freshly Filtered Coffee   £2.45 
De-Café Coffee    £2.45 
 
Orange Juice (from the buffet)  £1.25 
Apple Juice (from the buffet)  £1.25 
Pineapple Juice    £1.95 
Grapefruit Juice    £1.95 
Cranberry Juice    £1.95 
Tomato Juice    £1.95
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This edition of the newsletter has been produced in good faith but errors 
and omissions may occur during the process of production. Please let us 

know if this is the case so that they may be corrected.

Please note that the views expressed in readers letters are not 
necessarily those of the editors. We cannot be held responsible for the 
accuracy of material submitted for publication; however we reserve the 

right to include, edit or omit letters as we think appropriate.

The copy deadline for ALL issues this year will be the  
10th of alternative months and for advertisers the 12th

Contact List of Organizations for Stoke Ash & Thwaite

Editor	 Ken Smith	 stokeash@supanet.com

Advertising	 Lionel Coe	 01379678463

Domestic Oil Syndicate	 Roger Kember	 01449768142

Garden Club Thwaite	 George Parnell	 01449768686

Veggie Plotters	 George Parnell	 01449768686

Garden Club Stoke Ash	 Lionel Coe	 01379678463

Knit, Craft & Natter	 Jacqui Lawrence	 01449768116

Revd Julia Lall	 Email: rev.julialall@gmail.com 

S/Ash Social Club	 Ellen Stannard	 01379678646 
	 & Lionel Coe	 01379678463

Womens Institute (Secretary)	 Jean Willoughby	 01449766621

S/Ash Village Hall Bookings	 Sheila Coe 	 01379678463

Management Committee	 Lionel Coe	 01379678463

Thwaite 50 Club Lottery	 Christine Maisey	 01449766286 
	 Email: Maisey686@gmail.com 
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CCaarr  SSeerrvviiccee,,  MMOOTT  TTeessttiinngg  aanndd  RReeppaaiirrss  
 

WORKSHOP 
Service all Makes and 

Models 
Air Conditioning 

Engine Diagnostics 
Fault Finding 

Engine Management Lights 
Exhausts 

ABS 
 

MOT TESTING  
MOTS while you wait - 

By Appointment 
Petrol 
Diesel 
Electric 
Hybrids 

 
 

BODYSHOP 
Accident Work 

Body Work Repairs 
Paint Work 
 Re-Sprays 

Welding 
 

ITEMS STOCKED 
Tyres 

Batteries 
Wiper Blades 

Bulbs 
Calor Gas 

 

FORECOURT SERVICES 
Petrol and Diesel 

Tyre Pressure and Levels 
Checked 

Bulbs Fitted While You Wait 
Antifreeze Check 

 

LLaammbbeerrttss  SSeerrvviiccee  SSttaattiioonn  LLttdd  

Competitive prices on Tyres - Quotes given 

Free no obligation Estimates on work needed 

Find us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/lambertsservicestation 

Shop Green, Bacton, Stowmarket, IP14 4LG, Tel: 01449 781260 Mobile: 07834 778116 

 

 

www.lambertsservicestationltd.com Email : lamberts.1@btconnect.com 

We have a fully equipped workshop where all manner of repairs can be undertaken. An MOT testing station and a 
Body Shop where we can undertake Insurance accident repairs, general repair work and re-sprays. We also 
operate a Recovery service which includes Home Starts. We are one of the few remaining rural Petrol Filling 

stations and offer forecourt attended services. Please visit our website for full list of services. 

RECOVERY SERVICE 
Home Starts 
Breakdown 

Accident Recovery 
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Editors Point of View

Well hello to all. Recently there has been concern about speeding in Stoke 
Ash, I have heard the stories via a few sources, however recently being back 
behind the wheel I have experienced crazy & dangerous driving within 
our village. Most of it leaving the corner from the junction to the back lane 
through to Debenham, down to the A140 past the farm etc.

Had I been doing the speed these drivers were doing both cars would have 
been possible write offs. More important the drivers and possibibily passengers 
could have been DEAD or certainly in Hospital with serious injuries.

Now it appears these drivers are all visitors to our village staying in hired 
premises. Lets tell the owners of these premises ‘Will you kindly advise your 
Lets via what ever means you use, along with a Notice in the premises stating 
‘This is a Village and our speed is 30mph’.

We have three entrances to our village from the A140 (which has speeds of 
well over at times 70mph). I happen to see all sorts of transport doing various 
speeds getting out my driveway. At times it can be a nightmare and like you I 
do not want stupid drivers on our village road.

The Police are aware but till there is a fatal death or injury no one can do 
Anything!

SO PLEASE DO YOUR BIT, WATCH IT IN THE VILLAGE.

If you have news to share please e-mail me ok.
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All Saints Church Stoke Ash with Thwaite 

WORSHIP

•	 Harvest Worship this year will be held 
on Sunday October 3rd at 3.30pm.

•	 November 11th – Act of Remembrance 
will be in the churchyard at the War 
Memorial starting at 10.50am.

Please refer to the church notice boards for details of all the services around 
the benefice and online.  (This is subject to change depending on Government 
guidelines.)

If anyone wishes to take part in an online church service you can find us at  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/southhartismerechurch  or at 
rev.julialall@gmail.com  Phone: 01379 678064.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
This year’s festival will be held in the church on:

Saturday December 4th – 11.00am-4.00pm

Sunday December 5th 12 noon-4.00pm

Wednesday December 8th 1.00pm-3.00pm

The Grand Draw will take place on Wednesday December 8th at 3.00pm.

BOOKS AND JIGSAWS
Books and Jigsaw Puzzles are always on sale in the porch at All Saints Church.  
The outer door is always unlocked (but is stiff to push open).

SECRETARIAL HELP
The Parochial Church Council of Stoke Ash urgently needs someone who 
could volunteer to help with a few routine secretarial tasks on a very part-time, 
occasional basis.  If anyone is interested and feels they can help, please call 
June Scott the Church Warden on 01379 678926, who can give you some more 
information about what is needed.
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STOKE ASH VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY WINNERS
Winners since last publication were:-
Date	 Winner 		 No.	 Prize          Carried Forward
Jul 10th	 A.Warwood 	 1 	 £25
Jul 17th	 A.Warwood	 1	 £25               
Jul 24th	 Roll Over	 59	 £25                   
Jul 31st 	 Roll Over	 48	 £25
Aug 7th	 Roll Over 	 58	 £25                  
Aug 14th	 Roll Over	 58	 £25  
Aug 21st	 Roll Over	 51	 £25
Aug 28th	  L.Coe		  41	 £150
         
Notes:  The Social Club is now operating as normal on the 4thThursday 
of each month at 2.30 pm..

The Gardening Club will be holding an AGM on Monday 29th November at 
7.30 pm in the Hall.. The WI and Parish Council are holding their meetings in the Hall.

Private hirings can now be booked. The 2metre distancing is still being observed but
masks are optional.

 

Tel: 01728 628687
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News from the Rectory

It’s all happening here! Although lockdown was a difficult time for us, and 
we were saddened to have closed our churches at a time when people needed 
somewhere to turn to, this time has led to people thinking about their calling 
to serve in our churches as part of our growing ministry team. 

In January we appointed Emma Morris as a Schools and Families worker to 
help with our ministry to the four Church of England primary schools, and 
to help strengthen our links between church, school and home. In May, three 
new Lay Elders were commissioned, and 2 Lay Elders were recommissioned 
to assist with pastoral care and leading worship.  

In July we welcomed Debbie Nicholls who was Licensed as a Lay Minister 
working in the community, and our self-supporting Curate, Revd Lauren 
Moore was ordained priest in St Edmundsbury Cathedral, and will continue 
to minister among us.

This is an exciting time, and in our church in Stoke Ash we are also looking 
to the future. We need more people to join our PCC to bring fresh ideas, help 
make decisions, care for this beautiful historic building and ensure the future 
sustainability of the church within the community. 

We are particularly looking for a secretary who can take minutes at our 
meetings and communicate our events - we have 4 meetings a year. For more 
information, please contact me: rev.julialall@gmail.com or ring  
01379 678064.

Blessings, Julia

Grand Christmas Draw

The Grand Christmas Draw of the Thwaite Lottery, will hopefully take place on 
November 20th at 12 noon. Coffee & Carols from 11am. Venue The Old School 
Room. Please join us for a Parish get together.

Chris & Dick Maisey
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Does your Oil Tank need replacing?
We are your local oil tank installer established since 1989 
with over 16,000 installations to date.

• New oil tank installations, relocations and servicing 
• Emergency pump out service available for leaking oil tanks
• Kingspan Titan polyethylene tanks and steel tanks held in 

stock 
• OFTEC registered
• Kingspan Titan Accredited
• Fully insured
• Parish magazine discount
• Free surveys

Tel. 01449 781210
Email: enquiries@tankchange.co.uk
www.tankchange.co.uk
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Landscaping
Grass Cutting 

Mower Servicing 
Garden Maintenance 

Hedge Cutting 
Fencing Work 
Tree Surgery

Seasoned Firewood 
by the full or half load

Call 01379 783093 
for further details 

Or to arrange a free quote
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STOKE ASH WI
Here we are – back at last!  Our first meeting at the Village Hall for over 
a year.  Hooray!

Since our last face-to-face meeting in March 2020, how the world has 
changed!  However, when our first speaker of this year came to us, it brought 
it home to us that there have always been big changes happening.  Sarah 
Poppy, who originates from Stoke Ash, told us about this area in Roman 
times.  When the Romans arrived in the region, they certainly brought 
some order with them and tried to make travelling easier by the building of 
straighter and more substantial roads. The A140, then known as Pye Road, 
is still largely along the lines of the original Roman road between Ipswich 
and Norwich.  It is thought that a fairly major Roman villa (Villa Faustini) 
was constructed in the area, but it’s not clear whether it was at Stoke Ash or 
at Scole.  This would possibly have been used as a resting place for people 
travelling between Ipswich and Norwich.  

We can be certain that this has been a very busy region in past centuries 
as quite a few substantial archaeological finds, from many eras, have been 
catalogued from this area.  Most notably the Hoxne hoard, the Sutton Hoo 
site and the Mildenhall treasure.  These were large, valuable finds, but there 
are many smaller finds that have been useful in pinpointing where some 
of the Roman settlements may have been.  Looking on the Suffolk County 
Council Archaeological Service ‘Suffolk Heritage Explorer’ website, you can 
see what has been found in your local area.

There are many websites that give information about historical finds and 
occurrences.  A search online will give many sources of information if you’d 
like to learn more about the ancient history of your local area.

Our next meeting also covered historical matters, although not quite as far 
back as the Roman occupation.  This was about the early origins of local 
newspapers and was conveyed to us through slides and narrative by Pip 
Wright.  Pip has been to us a couple of times before and can be relied upon to 
give a very entertaining talk on one of his many, well researched, subjects.

We learned that early local newspapers were mostly an amalgamation of 
some of the more interesting London stories, rehashed and printed in a 
weekly ‘rag’ (because the papers were made of rags in those days).   
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Most of the stories were about well-known people or were more for 
entertainment value.  There was little checking of the authenticity of any 
story, which in those days could have been difficult and time-consuming, so 
they were often ‘tales’ told by members of the public, written as fact by the 
newspaper editors.

The cost of a newspaper in the 1700’s was equivalent to the weekly wage of 
an agricultural worker, so it would have only been the wealthiest of people 
who would have bought them.  They often then passed them on to their 
servants and eventually they may have made their way to a local inn.  As 
there would have been very few local workers who could read, they would 
often rely on one of the more educated visitors to read the articles to them.  
It is thought that the paper would have been passed through 20 or 30 hands 
before being discarded.

A tale printed in one newspaper told of a man on a bicycle who was 
conveying eels he’d caught.  When his tyre went flat, he was said to have 
wrapped an eel around the wheel to replace the tyre, which got him to his 
destination.  Better still though, the very same eel went on to be a useful tyre 
substitute for several more years. A fishy tale, if ever there was one!

There were often stories of marital matters, including bigamy, polygamy and 
even wives being sold!  Apparently, a butcher in Newmarket advertised his 
wife to be sold for 5½d per pound. Very entrepreneurial!

Once businesses started to use their local papers to advertise their goods 
and services, the editors were able to make more effort to include truly 
(and true) local news and information.  Many of the papers are still going 
today, although under different names and ownerships.  They continue to 
bring news and entertainment to their communities, although this must be 
increasingly difficult since the TV and internet now bring almost instant 
news to most homes.

This was another enlightening and entertaining talk by Pip Wright and we 
look forward to hearing from him again in the future.

Our programme for meetings is published on the village website and on our 
dedicated WI page (http://sefwi.org.uk/institutes/stoke-ash). 

Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the village 
hall, starting at 7.30pm. 
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Jodi Palmer

Acorns

Wash Lane

Mendlesham

Stowmarket

Suffolk

IP145TD

For enquiries or to book now,

please phone:

01449 767160

07754 851789

12 years experience of

running boarding kennels.

Fully Licensed and Insured.

Each kennel has a large

bedding area with underfloor

heating and two large external

runs; within a safe and secure

compound.

2 Year National Diploma in

Animal Care.

Also qualified in the safe use of

veterinary medicines.

For friendly

personal care

Opening Hours

Mon—Sat 9.00am to 12.00 noon

Visitors welcome other times by

appointment

Acorn Boarding Kennels

 
 

~1869 to 2019~ 
PALMERS BAKERY 

HAUGHLEY 
TRADITIONAL HIGH CLASS 

FAMILY BAKERS & CONFECTIONERS 
 

 
FRESH BREAD & CONFECTIONERY BAKED DAILY BY CRAFTSMEN USING 

LOCAL INGREDIENTS & BAKED IN ANCIENT BRICK OVENS 

The Village Green~ Haughley – 01449 673286  
Largest Stockist of Tiptree Jams & Marmalades in East Anglia. 

 Suffolk Honey, Free Range Eggs, Groceries & Local Produce.  
 Freshly Made Sandwiches & Filled Rolls - Hot Drinks & Bacon Rolls 

Also at Stowmarket, Woolpit, Stanton, Ipswich and 
Brett’s Bakery Needham Market & Freshfills of Claydon 

150 Years of Tradition, Service & Baking 
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All are welcome at our 
regular activities* 
(*Adjusted timetable with meetings also on Zoom in lockdown periods)...

Sunday 10.30am 
Tuesday 7.30pm 

Worship Service
Worship Service

We hope to re-start our JunXion Club for 5-11yrs (Friday evenings) and our monthy 
community lunch for the over 60s as soon as it is practical and safe to do so. More 
information will be published here soon.

Regular activities in normal times: Friends & Neighbours, Community Breakfasts & Lunches, Home 
Groups, Christianity/Discipleship Explored Courses & Holiday Club.

Please join us - you will receive a warm welcome. 

More details on our website at www.stokeashbaptist.co.uk 
Stoke Ash Baptist Church (SABC), Chapel Lane, Stoke Ash, Suffolk IP23 7EU 

Tel: 01379 678450 • Email: info@stokeashbaptist.co.uk

Stoke Ash
Baptist Church

Let’s give it a try again, come for a free lunch and chat

‘We’ll meet again’ monthly lunch club
The New Youth Hall

Chapel Lane, Stoke Ash IP23 7EU
Time 12.30 for 1.00pm

It’s been a long time since we met due to Covid 19 so we trust that you have all
kept well. For your own wellbeing it would be good if you could organise for

yourself a Lateral Flow Test two days before the event if you can. These can be
obtained ‘free of charge’ from the chemist as per government advise. 

Masks and hand sanitiser are all available at the Hall.

invitation for
Wednesday September 22nd and then October 27th

The meal is primarily for those over 65 in the Stoke Ash & Thwaite area who would like to meet up 
with others who may be living alone and would like to have a meal and chat

RSVP to Gordon or Janis on 01379 678450 Mobile 07745 365583
If you require transport please ask. Next months meal will be October 27th

Supported by Pargiter Trust Fund, Stoke Ash & Thwaite PC and Stoke Ash Baptist Church
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Thwaite Gardening Club 
(including Veggie Plotters)

2nd Tuesday in the month at 7.30pm unless otherwise
advised. For visits please check with George

Come and join us for friendly advice, 
encouragement and ideas.

For more details: George Parnell 01449 768686

Adverts for magazine_Layout 1  14/05/2018  15:34  Page 3

Stoke Ash Social Club
4th Tuesday in the month from 2.00 - 4.00pm 

Come and join us for Whist, Uno, Dominos, Darts and a
Bingo session. Attendance charge is £1 with Refreshments

For more details: Lionel Coe 01379 678463

Adverts for magazine_Layout 1  14/05/2018  15:34  Page 4The Gardening Club has cancelled all meetings and outings, that Bob 
had on his provisional programme for this year, but is planning to hold 
its AGM on Monday 29th November.

The Social Club is still closed we will be discussing an opening date 
soon.    

Thwaite 50 Lottery
Subscription is by membership, which is either £5 a month 
or £60 per year, join any time. (We now have 28 members)
Prizes every month of £25, £20 and £15. We end the year 

with a Grand Christmas Draw in November.
For more details: Christine Maisey 01449766286

Schooling
My young son came home from school last week and I overheard him doing 
his maths sums out loud. So I hear him saying 7+7 the son of a b**ch is 14.. 
5+5 the son of a b**ch is 10. 

So I walk in and ask him what he’s saying and why he’s saying it and to just 
double check I did heard it right. So he tells me ‘well dad it’s what my teacher 
taught me today and he carried on 2+2 the son of a b**ch is 4... 

So, I leave the room and get straight on the phone to his teacher and I say 
rather abruptly to her is this right that your teaching my child to swear in class 
teaching him that 2+2 the son of a b**ch is 4 ???  

It went quiet for a second or two and she then started laughing and she tells 
me ‘no sir what I said was 2+2 THE SUM OF WHICH IS 4..... Think I need 
to bake that lady a cake or something? what say you Friends
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A Simple Formula For Living
Live beneath your means.
Return everything you borrow.
Stop blaming other people.
Admit it when you make a mistake. 
Give clothes not worn to charity.
Do something nice and try not to get caught. 
Listen more; talk less.
Every day walk for at least 30 minutes. 
Strive for excellence, not perfection.
Be on time. Don't make excuses. 
Don't argue. Get organized.
Be kind to unkind people.
Let someone cut ahead of you in line.
Take time to be alone.
Cultivate good manners.
Be humble.
Realize and accept that life isn't fair. 
Know when to keep your mouth shut.
Go an entire day without criticizing anyone. 
Learn from the past. Plan for the future. 
Live in the present.
Don't sweat the small stuff.
It's all small stuff.

Stoke Ash Village Hall Lottery
£1 per week with weekly prize money of £25 
based on the correct Saturday Bonus Ball.

Available at the Village Post Office
For more details: Sheila Coe 01379 678463

Adverts for magazine_Layout 1  14/05/2018  15:34  Page 6
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Thwaite St Georges
On a miserable Bank Holiday afternoon we were treated to a very enjoyable 
informal Cello concert by Yalda Davies in St Georges, Thwaite, we listened to 
a Bach Suite, & 2 Irish Folk Songs. 

The acoustics in St Georges Hall are 
wonderful and were complimented 
by Yalda and her musical talent. 
Yalda would be happy to play on 
future occasions if the need arises. 

St Georges looked very clean & tidy, 
so good to see an audience of 30 
people within the old church. 

There was a special treat afterwards 
in the Schoolroom where all were 
happy to partake in Tea & Cream 
Scones, ending a very happy 
afternoon. 

Chrissy & Dick Maisey
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Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Council –  
Notes on report on meeting held 19 August 2021
Planning: 
Hill Farm, Grasshopper Lane: DC/21/04091 – application for prior approval for 
a proposed change of use of agricultural building for Events/Wedding Venue

A large number of parishioners (some 23) were in attendance at the meeting, the 
majority to overwhelmingly express their objection to this planning application 
due to the huge impact and disruption it would have on the community and 
environment.   Parishioners were advised that they must also send their objections 
direct to MSDC.   The Parish Council supported parishioners and agreed to 
recommend refusal of the application.   The Parish Council’s objection can be 
viewed on the MSDC planning website quoting the planning ref no. above.

Land at Norwich Road (part in the parish of Stoke Ash & Thwaite): 
DC/21/00476  – the Parish Council recommended refusal of this application 
on the grounds the increased number of dwellings (14 instead of the approved 
9) would create additional traffic accessing the A140 at an accident blackspot, 
there was no parking provision for visitors, no pavement on to the A140 for 
pedestrians accessing services and the increased number of dwellings represented 
overdevelopment of the site.

Car Parking - Stoke Ash: 
The Street:  Two options had been put forward by Suffolk CC Highways to try 
to alleviate the parking issue in the area opposite the ex-telephone kiosk – the 
issue being the difficulty for buses and large vehicles passing through that section 
– double yellow lines at the pinch point to stop parking or a solid white line to 
delineate the road edge at the wider section.  Members opted for the second option, 
a white line would allow vehicle owners to see the width of the road to ensure it 
was wide enough for passing vehicles.  This will be pursued with Highways.

Roman Way – parking on green verges: a MSDC officer had inspected the area 
and two suggestions had been put forward.  Installing barriers along the verge or 
to create additional car parking spaces on the verges, this option would however 
be expensive due to the possible upgrade that would be required to underground 
services and working around the trees.  As an alternative Parish Council Members 
suggested installing Grassguards, these would protect the grass and protect the tree 
roots.  This would be pursued with MSDC.

Full Minutes available to view at: www.stokeashandthwaite.onesuffolk.net

Date of next meetings: Thursday 21 October 2021 and Thursday 18 November 
2021, 7.30pm at The Village Hall, Stoke Ash
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Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Council –  
Full meeting report 19 August 2021 

Item 6.2 of Minutes - Parish Council Response to Application. No: DC/21/04091 
Application for prior approval for a proposed: Change of use of Agricultural Building 
to Assembly and Leisure (Class D2) under Schedule 2, Part 3, Class R of the Town 
and Country Planning (General Permitted Development)(England) Order 2015 (as 
amended) for an events/wedding venue.  Hill Farm Grasshopper Lane Stoke Ash 
Suffolk IP23 7ER

At a meeting held on 19th August, Stoke Ash and Thwaite Parish Council discussed 
this application, and voted unanimously to object in the strongest possible terms.

The Village Hall was full to capacity for this item, with all members of the public in 
attendance wishing to register their objection, other than the applicant’s mother and 
her friend, a contractor for the applicant.

The reasons given for objection by members of the public were varied, with most 
if not all referring to noise and the dangerous increase in traffic. Others were also 
concerned about the loss of amenity for residents that such a development would 
bring, and the change in character of the village and environs. In particular Huggins 
Lane itself was mentioned many times as a quiet and peaceful area to walk with 
dogs, children,cycling and general play and used as an access to the footpath network 
in the village. It was felt that this would be lost and unusable due to increased danger 
associated with traffic, and also that the peaceful nature of the area in general would 
be ruined due to the very large numbers of vehicles and visitors envisaged in the 
application. This disruption was seen as having the potential to be constant, given the 
times of operation, servicing the site and so on. Safety concerns were also mentioned 
by most, with the roads in the village being mostly single lane, and also the three 
junctions joining the A140 having seen many and continuing accidents.

Of particular concern was the fact that the “tidal” traffic would mostly need to 
queue on the A140 in order to turn right in to the village. Another general concern 
was traffic movements through the village especially at night, when residents would 
normally expect peace and silence,and not the noise and light nuisance associated 
with heavy traffic close to their homes. Stoke Ash has no streetlights and is usually 
very quiet and dark at night.

The wider economic benefits claimed were questioned, as the only beneficiaries 
identifiable with any certainty are those directly connected with Hill Farm. 
There would only be wider economic benefit if all other venues in the area were 
unavailable, therefore there is no need for this venue and doubtful benefit to the wider 
area. The supposed benefits for these few must be weighed against the harm which 
will be done to the village, and the misery and nuisance caused to those who have 
made it their long-term home. The only supporters thus far of this damaging scheme 
were those with a financial interest. The only person present who spoke in support 
was the co-owner of Hill Farm, mother of the applicant. 
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Specific comments from general public attendees

The applicant’s mother was invited to speak first, and explained that when buying 
the 150 acre farm they did so with the intention of diversification. She thanked the 
Parish Council for supporting their application for the glamping enterprise, and said 
that they wanted to further diversify by using one of the barns as a wedding/events 
venue. The barn would be sound proofed and professional advice had been obtained 
on queries likely to be raised by members of the community. Their intention was to 
be a part of the community and not separated from it.

A resident stated that he had recently moved house from Northanptonshire to Suffolk 
with one of his reasons being that a neighbour was intending to set up a wedding 
venue business. He understood that best efforts would be made in soundproofing but 
from experience sound can’t be stopped from travelling. People gather outside the 
venue, doors open, live bands invariably noisy, and from his personal experience 
noise would have the biggest impact on the community.

A resident who is a professional provider of karaoke,disc jockey and other musical 
services to venues and events stated that “there is no way that the noise can be contained 
within the building”. He particularly highlighted “bass” noise, and the fact that doors 
and other openings would not always be closed, with revellers coming outside to smoke 
and other things. Traffic wise, there are more children in the village and using the roads, 
the single-track roads also used by horses and agricultural vehicles.

Another resident living some distance from the farm (580 metres) stated that he had 
moved to Stoke Ash in order to get away from noise, and that the noise from the 
events and guests arriving and leaving would be intolerable, as he already suffered 
from noise and disturbance emanating from the glamping site at the farm, which is 
quite close to the proposed venue. He thought that this was due to the topography of 
the area, with Hill Farm being located almost opposite his property on the other side 
of the small Dove valley which might amplify sounds. He could sometimes quite 
clearly hear conversations from the site, as well as the more general noise from the 
site such as shouting, loud laughter, children loudly playing and so on.

Residents of Roman Way and The Street stated that their peace was often spoiled by 
noise from the glamping site, and they were concerned that there would not only be 
the extra noise generated by people at the site, but also extra vehicle movements at 
anti social hours. Concern was expressed that many of these drivers and passengers 
leaving the venue would likely be in high spirits, leading to disturbance outside the 
venue as well as when passing throught he village. At least one long standing resident 
said that they would be forced to move out of the village if this venue is approved.

A resident stated that their home was a listed building, and as such they were unable 
install double glazing, a recent one off event was very noisy, particularly the base 
music. She also said that her farm also runs a Touring caravan site for several 
caravans, and that her clients expect and look forward to staying in the peace and 
quiet of the countryside. The proposed development will cause a loss of business. 
Guests coming and going past the caravan site would upset caravan guests.
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A resident of Roman Way said that living opposite the site noise from the site travels 
particularly during the Summer months and is very clear, with the glamping noise 
sometimes seeming as though it was in her back garden. The village could not take 
any more noise.

A Roman Way resident was concerned that although the application states a 
finishing time of 11 pm for events, venues have the facility for licence creep, and that 
extensions up to 1 am would be likely.

A resident of Hill Farm Cottages said that the lane was totally unsuitable, being an 
ex farm track, and that the lane couldn’t cope with the volume of traffic, a reasonable 
person would guess that 130 guests would result in 70 – 80 cars, plus service vehicles 
etc. The unofficial passing places mentioned in the application are actually private 
property. The applicants proposal of new passing places was an admission that 
there would be heavy traffic, but would make little difference as only 25% of land 
adjoining Huggins Lane was under control of the applicant. He didn’t want his liberty 
to come and go at will curtailed by activities at Hill Farm. Photographs submitted 
with the application were taken at a time of minimal crop growth with better 
visibility.

A resident of The Street was concerned about visibility around the blind bends, she 
had been nearly run in to already by users of the glamping site. The footpath running 
through the site would bring walkers in to conflict with venue guests. The venue is 
just not right for a village such as this, it cannot cope. At times of traffic congestion 
Sat Navs will direct traffic through the centre of the village.

A resident of Hill Farm Cottages questioned the Planning Statement and Reports 
provided with the application. Economic benefits were questionable, other than for 
those directly connected with the venue, and the nebulous claimed wider benefits 
needed to be set against the harm done to the village environment, and the misery 
and nuisance caused to those who have made it their long term home. Economic 
benefits for the wider area could only accrue if all other venues were unavailable, 
therefore there would be no extra benefit for the area as a whole. The only supporters 
of the application are those with a financial stake. Noise and traffic generated would 
be completely at odds with the village. The Ecology and Highway reports were 
restricted and inadequate, and the Planning Statement draws wrong conclusions 
from these and the Acoustic report. He thought that the Planning Authority or Parish 
Council should consider commissioning their own independent reports. There is no 
proven need for this venue, there are plenty of others already.

Huggins Farm resident said that noise carries readily, and that noise would get much 
worse. Noise inside the building may be somewhat controlled, but this is not so for 
the noise made by people arriving and leaving, congregating outside, getting in to 
cars, doors slamming, talking and shouting. If the hedgerow was removed it would 
remove noise and headlight protection for Roman Way residents. Noise travels easily 
through the quiet countryside.
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A resident of Roman Way said that noise from the glamping site could be heard 
continually if the wind is in the right direction. His main concerns were noise, traffic, 
children playing in the village, access to the A140 due to poor visibility an accident 
waiting to happen.

A Thwaite resident had experience of policing such events, and said that once a 
crowd gets together it just has to be endured, there is no stopping it. Approval of the 
application would be setting a precedent for this village, and other villages.

Residents comments above are abridged, we apologise for the length, but felt it 
necessary to include them in order to provide context for the Parish Council response.

Objections came from a complete cross section of residents, from those who had lived 
here all their lives to the most recent arrivals. There was universal condemnation of 
the very dangerous multiplication of traffic movements, and universal fear that they 
would no longer be able to enjoy peaceful occupation of their homes.

Stoke Ash and Thwaite Parish Council

Discussing this item, the Parish Council fully endorsed all of the residents comments 
above. In addition, Councillors have carefully read all of the comments of objection 
on the planning web page, and wish to thoroughly endorse them.

There would be no benefit for the village and a significant impact on village amenity.
There would be benefit only for the applicants, with the possibility of displacing 
business from other nearby and more suitable venues. The proposal will result 
in increased traffic, excessive speed for the roads with increased noise and light 
pollution.There was concern over parishoners comfort and enjoyment of their homes. 
There were already problems in the village regarding traffic and parking, there are 
now more children in the village playing, Church lane is a single-track road as is 
Huggins Lane, the proposal is not suitable for a quiet village such as ours.

All Councillors were present other than Chair, who as a notified neighbour was 
excluded and left the building.

Councillors voted unaminously to object to the proposal

The applicants are now fully aware of the depth of feeling in Stoke Ash about 
proposed and existing developments at Hill Farm, and fear of the ensuing disruption 
to the village as a whole and to their individual lives. It has been reported to us 
that the applicants have been actively canvassing traders in the area to express their 
support for this their plans, and we feel that this regrettably seems to show a callous 
and selfish disregard for the feelings and wellbeing of the local Community. This 
being despite the statement made at the meeting that they “wanted to be part of the 
Community and not separated from it”.

The proposed development will have serious impact on the amenity of the village as a 
whole, with the most damaging impact on the residents of Huggins Lane, and is quite 
unacceptable.
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Detail

The proposal is for “Change of Use”, but we think that none of this building is suitable 
for incorporation in to the venue. The structure of the building is steel re- enforced 
concrete columns, supporting a wood and asbestos roof. Some residents are quite 
familiar with the building, which is adjacent a public footpath. Clearly the roof cannot 
be used, and the supporting columns seem to be at the end of their useful life, with some 
having the reinforcing visible and also having suffered damage over the years from 
farm machinery. Therefore we believe that the building is not suitable and will need to 
be completely renewed, and that accordingly the application should be for a new build, 
rather than attempting to use Permitted Development legislation. 

We note that that there is no structural engineers report with the application.

There will quite clearly be a major adverse impact on Highway safety.

We do not believe that Suffolk Highways response has been properly considered, or has 
taken sufficient account of the current usage of Huggins Lane, or the amount of traffic 
which will be generated by the proposed development.

The Transport Report accompanying the proposal is incomplete and misleading, and 
so decisions based on the information contained within this document are likely to be 
mis-informed.

The report states that the existing glamping and guest accommodation can accommodate 
50 guests for an over night stay. The report does not mention anything at all about 
the number of guests expected at the proposed venue, which is 130. Therefore, any 
reasonable person would expect that this would result in at least 60 – 80 extra vehicles 
using the lane, not including service vehicles.Huggins Lane historically has had very low 
traffic. The proposal would therefore result in up to at least 180 extra vehicle movements, 
probably a 10 fold increase.

The report states that there is ample parking on site, yet the provided block plan identifies 
only 36 parking spaces. Assuming that 8 of these would be in use by glampers, this 
means that there will be 28 parking spaces for at least 60 – 80 guest vehicles.

The Report states that the existing use of Huggins Lane is to access only Hill Farm, 
Hill Farm Cottages and Huggins Farm. This implies that the only usage of the lane is 
for vehicles. This is a substantial oversight and over simplification. Huggins Lane is 
much loved and used by residents and others as being the quietest and safest lane in the 
village. It is a haven for pedestrians, either alone or with dogs, pushchairs, children, 
youngsters learning cycling and so on. As it is a no through road it is the only access to 
the bridleway and road network for the horses at Hill Farm Cottages. At the end of the 
public section of the lane is access to footpath 17 and the rest of the footpath network. 
Huggins Lane is a narrow lane, bounded for the most part by raised verges, and has 
no adjoining footpath. The Planning Statement states that “the section of Huggins 
Lane which is adopted highway does contain a number of unofficial passing spaces on 
the grass verge and field accesses”. There are in fact 2, one of which is the entrance 
to the sewer beds and in frequent use by tankers, and both are private property, and 
unsuitable for heavy usage.
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The applicant has under their control only about 25% of the land adjoining Huggins 
Lane, thus the opportunity for providing passing spaces is limited, and will do very 
little to mitigate the risks for non vehicular traffic. We believe it to be common 
practice for venues such as this catering for 130 guests plus staff and up to 50 
glampers to be required to have one way traffic, i.e. one road in and one road out, 
in order to properly cater for emergencies and emergency vehicles. The proposed 
passing spaces are an entirely inadequate solution.

The report makes no mention of pedestrians or other users, which is a very significant 
oversight. This usage of the lane is discussed elsewhere, so we will mention here 
only the footpath which is routed through the farm yard at Hill Farm, between the 
proposed venue and the car park. The potential for unpleasant contact between 
revellers and footpath users would appear to be obvious. In addition walkers of rural 
footpaths do not expect a vista of parked (or moving) vehicles, and a venue akin to a 
nightclub.

The Highway Report states that “vehicles utilising Huggins Lane for the proposed 
event space will be tidal, all arriving in single direction within a similar time period. 
Thus, two passage of event related vehicles is not expected”. This statement has been 
mis-used in the Planning Statement, which says “the proposal is highly unlikely to 
cause two way passage” etc. This of course takes no account of traffic other than 
“event related”. This traffic could be cars, tractors, pedestrians, horse riders, children 
cycling and so on, just going about their daily business. The conflict between these 
users and event traffic (tidal,maybe 60 - 80 vehicles) is potentially disastrous, and 
very high risk indeed.

We feel it important to note that the Report gives no detail as to how emergency 
vehicles would access Huggins Lane in the event that it was full of this “tidal traffic”.

Junctions to the A140 are known to be dangerous and requiring extreme care, with 
much reduced visibility in summer months. Photographs forming part of the Traffic 
Report were taken before the growth period for plants. The proposal to remove a 
section of hedge “obscuring forward visibility” is rendered pointless once the crops 
have grown up, and visibility is once again obscured.

The Traffic Report takes no account of traffic queuing on the A140 waiting to turn 
right into the village. This traffic being “tidal”, it would be reasonable to assume a 
queue of large numbers of vehicles, with drivers unfamiliar with their surroundings.

The Traffic Report also fails to mention that aside from Roman Way, which often 
has parked cars, all other routes in the village are single track. The sudden deluges 
of 60 – 70 vehicles in the village is completely unrealistic, and would cause major 
disruption and risk to other road users, particularly pedestrians and playing children.

The Report mentions that there is a history of zero injury accidents on Huggins Lane 
in the past 22 years, and states “The existing use of Huggins Lane is safe”. Quite true, 
but the proposed use of Huggins Lane will likely be an entirely different story.
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The Report summary quotes NPPF Para 109, and goes on to explain why the 
proposal is considered safe. We reject completely these conclusions, and have 
explained our reasoning above. The proposed development should be refused on 
highways grounds, in accordance with NPPF Paragraph 109, as there would be an 
Unacceptable Impact on Highway Safety.

Noise Impacts of the development

The Planning Statement States that “The report confirms that with suitable 
mitigation measures and controls, the development will not impact on the amenity 
of the occupants of the cottages”. This is false. The acoustic report makes no 
such statement. In addition, the noise will have a seriously adverse impact on the 
occupants of the cottages. The acoustic report states the background noise level at 
the cottages boundary is 29 dB. It also states that this measurement can be used to 
set limits for sound of 34 dB, being 5 dB above the typical background level. This 
is entirely unacceptable in this quiet rural area, representing in excess of a two-fold 
increase in sound, due to the logarithmic scale of measurement. For every 3 dB 
increase in sound, sound is twice as loud. In addition this sound would be completely 
alien in nature, not the type of sound associated with a rural location, and therefore 
would be intensely annoying and distressing. At 3.18 in the Acoustic report is the 
statement that “Car parking is just north of the barn, adjacent existing glamping 
parking at approximately 170 metres from the nearest noise sensitive premises”. This 
is also false, the car park is approximately 60 metres from the garden of the cottages. 
In addition, the report references “a typical scenario of 40 vehicle movements”. 
This is not acceptable, and the report should instead reference the maximum 
number of vehicle movements, which with the venue catering for 130 guests, plus 
service personnel, is more likely in the region of 70 – 90 vehicle movements. 
These movements may occur at any time of the day or night, and would likely be 
accompanied by the anti-social noise associated with this type of venue. One of the 
cottage residents (our Chair)has suffered significant mental illness, such that he could 
no longer work, and uses the area of his garden with a pond and closest to the venue 
and car park as a “quiet place” to sit and listen to nature. This peacefulness would 
be completely destroyed. In addition the residents of the cottages would no longer 
be able to enjoy their property in accordance with the Human Rights Act Protocol 1, 
Article 1, which says that everyone is entitled to peaceful enjoyment of their property.

Noise from the glamping site (DVC/19/02353) already causes significant nuisance to 
residents of Stoke Ash, please see objections, and travels readily on the calmer summer 
evenings. We think that the geographic location of Hill Farm is partly responsible 
for this, and cause noise to be easily heard at some distance. Residents of The Street, 
Roman Way, Church lane and Thorndon Road are all disturbed by the noise. We just 
cannot be further impacted by the noise generated by this proposed events venue, and 
the noise from traffic movements. Stoke Ash has always been a quiet village, and this 
development will result in loss of amenity and yet more nuisance. 
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The report concentrates on the cottages as the nearest properties, but the noise 
will affect the whole village. When considering the impact of noise we feel it very 
important to recognise not only the volume, but the type of noise. Residents can 
happily put up with the drone of a combine harvester or other agricultural machinery 
at various times of the year, however the noise produced by revellers is extremely 
irritating, and Stoke Ash is not the right place for such a venue. We note that the 
Planning Statement seeks to shift the responsibility of noise control to the Planning 
Authority, and suggest that the best way for the Authority to deal with the noise 
problem is to reject the application.

This proposal should not go ahead due to the Noise Impacts of the Development
Ecology
It is unfortunate that the existing glamping site has already caused considerable 
harm to the natural environment. The proposed development will cause even more 
harm. The Planning Statement says “The report confirms that the building is of 
low ecological value and no further surveys are necessary”. We disagree with this 
glib and superficial assessment. The ecology report is restricted in its scope and 
conclusions. Those with a more thorough knowledge of the area can easily recognise 
this. Disturbance to wildlife will be very significant, please refer to the objection 
comments of Paul Morris. Great Crested newts use all the ponds in the area for 
spawning and breeding, and will need to traverse the car park and other area of the 
proposed development. It is likely that Otters visit the ponds in the area, although 
perhaps the glamping has already displaced them. The vastly increased (probably 
increased from zero) traffic movements late at night will cause casualties among 
nocturnal animals. Village residents have already remarked on the decrease in 
animals since the glamping started, and this can only be exacerbated.

The previous occupant of the farm entered the farm in to an environmental 
stewardship programme under which wildlife flourished, ponds were made in to 
better habitat as were other parts of the farm. The wildlife was safe and largely 
undisturbed, and grew in numbers and variety. This development will be reversed 
if the proposal goes ahead. We note that the ecology report states that “there are 
no significant watercourses in the locality”. There is a main watercourse about 110 
metres from the car park, and the River Dove is about 60 metres further.There is a 
hedge and ditch system ending at the car park which connects directly to the River 
Dove and is a wildlife corridor.

We believe that this proposal will result in an

Unacceptable Impact on Wildlife and the Environment Sustainability
When purchasing Hill Farm in 2019, the applicants would have been well aware of 
the agricultural prospects for the holding. This application is an attempt to exploit 
Permitted Development legislation in order to further establish an unsuitable 
commercial enterprise which under other circumstances would not be considered. 
It would appear to us that little attempt has been made to make the farm sustainable 
through agriculture, concentrating instead on the leisure and hospitality sector.

The applicant lives in Surrey with her partner and has a highly salaried career. 
Due to this we believe that this development cannot be justified on sustainability or 
diversification grounds. 
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Summary

The application does not meet the relevant criteria for permitted development 
under Class R

The “change of use” of the building from agriculture to a flexible commercial 
use (wedding/events venue) will result in severely adverse impacts in terms of 
highway safety, noise, and ecology.

The proposal if approved will be in contravention of the following NPPF policies and 
guidance :- Paragraph 84(c) 85

92(b) 98 100 104 110(d) 112 171

Stoke Ash and Thwaite Parish councillors having carefully read all the comments of 
objection to date would like to thoroughly endorse and echo them, and would urge 
and request that you set aside the time necessary to study them. This proposal if 
approved would have a devastating impact on the village and the lives of residents, as 
well as increased risks of accidents due to traffic.

We object in the strongest possible terms to this proposal

Finally, we apologise for the length of this response, but we feel that nothing less than 
the future of our village is at stake. If you have the necessary time, we would be very 
pleased to welcome you to the village where a Parish Councillor would be happy to 
provide a guided tour.

Stationary To advertise in 
this space please 

contact Lionel Coe
Details on page 46
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Susan Whymark 
Funeral Service 

Independent & Family Run 
Providing Services Throughout Norfolk & Suffolk

Ley House, 11a London Road, Harleston, IP20 9BH—Tel:01379 851253 
Chestnut House, 12 Progress Way, Eye, IP23 7HU— Tel:01379 871168 

www.susanwhymark.co.uk

Email: susan@susanwhymark.co.uk

Funerals From Only £1,295*  
Fixed Price & Inclusive Of All Costs 

Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans From £1,795* 
Fully Guaranteed To Cover The Costs

Caring, Flexible, Cost - Effective Services
* see website for full details

Providing a PROFESSIONAL  
and caring service

Frog’s Farm
Hello and Welcome from Frog’s Farm  

Located on the A140 see our signs. 

We welcome all visitors and stock 6 box Eggs and trays  
along with sacks of Potato’s and Bird Seed.

Available to order "Wild Duck" - Please call us

Our phone number is 01379 678459

Usually open 10am to mid-afternoon  
give us a call if you would like to know more.
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Bonne Maman 
Costco carries this jam and I felt that this story needed to be shared.

This incident took place in a supermarket in New Jersey. 

“At the supermarket today, I found a small, elderly woman standing in front 
of a high shelf holding Bonne Maman US preserves. She was having trouble 
finding the flavour she wanted because the jars were set back on the shelf.

She couldn’t read the labels. She could barely reach them. I offered to help. 

After I handed her the raspberry preserves, she thanked me, paused, and then 
asked, “Do you know why I buy this brand?”

I laughed and replied, “Because it tastes good?”

“Yes, it tastes good.” She paused again. “I am a Holocaust survivor.”

This was not the conversation I expected on a Sunday grocery run. “During 
the war, the family that owns the company hid my family in Paris. So now 
I always buy it. And whenever I go to the store, my grandkids remind me, 
‘Bubbe, don’t forget to buy the jelly.’”

I told her that, that was the best reason I ever heard to buy any company’s 
product. And then we both smiled behind our masks and went our separate 
ways.”

Someone else looked into the story and indeed, the town that Andros Company, 
the makers of Bonne Maman, comes from, hid and saved Jewish families in 
WW2.  It was called Biars sur Cere, which then had about 800 villagers. 

From an article, “You have to understand what it was like then. There were 
posters on the walls, from the Nazis and from the collaborators, and they said 
that if you are found to help a Jew, a freemason, a communist, a socialist, or a 
pervert, you will be shot on sight.” Despite the great danger in which helping 
them put the villagers in, still they kept the children safe.”

A good reason, And a poignant reminder that when we look out for each other 
it can change lives, and that there are good and selfless people in the world.

Special report X the editor
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Hot off the Press, Hi Vis jackets
are now available for dog walkers in Stoke Ash and Thwaite.

There is a limited number and this is being run as a pilot scheme in our villages to make
people aware of the dangers of speed and to make our walkers more visable.

Jackets are available from 
Cllr Pulham 07850 385914 and Cllr Leggett 07745 365583

Hot off the Press, Hi Vis jackets
are now available for dog walkers in Stoke Ash and Thwaite.

There is a limited number and this is being run as a pilot scheme in our villages to make
people aware of the dangers of speed and to make our walkers more visable.

Jackets are available from 
Cllr Pulham 07850 385914 and Cllr Leggett 07745 365583

Red Wine
The regular taster at the winery had left, and the Director started looking 
for a new one to hire. A raggedy, dirty looking drunkard came to apply for 
the position.

The director of the factory really wanted to send him away, but decided 
to test him. They gave him a glass of wine. He tasted it and said, “It’s red 
wine, a Muscat, three years old, grown on a north slope, matured in steel 
containers.” “That’s correct”, said the Director.

They gave him another glass, “It’s red wine, Cabernet, eight years old, a 
southwestern slope, oak barrels.” “That’s correct”, said the Director.

The Director was astonished. He winked at his secretary and appealed to her 
to suggest something. She left the room and returned with a glass of urine. 
The alcoholic tried it. “It’s a blonde, 26 years old, pregnant, in the third 
month. And if you don’t give me the job, I’ll also tell who the father is!” 

Yes it’s a bit over the top but have a Grin & smile
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us on 01379 788934

Also, every Monday morning at Gislingham Village Hall 
9.30am - 11.30am we hold Parent and Baby Group for under 2's, 

run by a member of our staff.

*********************************

Breakfast Club 8.00am - 8.45am
Morning 8.45am to 11.45am, Lunch Club 11.45am to 12.45pm

Afternoon 12.45pm to 3.45pm

"Children's welfare, learning and development is fully 
supported by the highly motivated staff" Ofsted 2012

Please visit our website www.gislinghamplaygroup.com or phone 

 ***** GISLINGHAM PLAYGROUP *****

We provide a safe, warm, friendly and caring 
setting for children aged 2-5 years, in a brand 
new purpose built building on the same site as 
Gislingham CEVCP School, with whom we work 

closely to provide an  excellent education.
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run by a member of our staff.

*********************************

Breakfast Club 8.00am - 8.45am
Morning 8.45am to 11.45am, Lunch Club 11.45am to 12.45pm

Afternoon 12.45pm to 3.45pm

"Children's welfare, learning and development is fully 
supported by the highly motivated staff" Ofsted 2012

Please visit our website www.gislinghamplaygroup.com or phone 

 ***** GISLINGHAM PLAYGROUP *****

We provide a safe, warm, friendly and caring 
setting for children aged 2-5 years, in a brand 
new purpose built building on the same site as 
Gislingham CEVCP School, with whom we work 

closely to provide an  excellent education.
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• Days out  • Concerts  • Live events
• Holidays  • Short breaks
• Disneyland®Paris
• Coach hire

travel-galloway.com

Your local coach company offering convenient
departure points and home pick on most holidays

Let
take you there

Galloway Coach Travel Centre, 6 Wilkes Way,
Stowmarket IP14 1DE  01449 618077

Ask a silly question……
In the Motor Transport yard of the York and Lancaster Regiment, they had 
been preparing for the REME annual vehicle inspection for several weeks. 
A specialist team were due in a few days to  start inspections of all the 
regiment’s vehicles, weapons, radios and ancillary equipments. Early one 
morning, several young drivers were cleaning the underneath of a truck, 
cleaning and polishing, and even shining the grease nipples. They wiped 
everything with kerosene to make the chassis components appear shiny and 
polished. The job was, to say the least, rather dirty despite judicious use of 
rags, and the cleaning team would get absolutely filthy.

The RSM (Regimental Sergeant Major) happened to be passing by that 
morning, and noticing the soldiers underneath the truck, demanded to know 
what they were doing. The senior soldier stuck his head out from underneath, 
indicating the kerosene pots and rags, answered ‘ Good morning, Sir, we’re 
just buttering a slice of toast, and we’ll be out shortly’.

The RSM considered the situation, remained remarkably quiet and erect, 
harumphed, and marched off, eyes staring straight ahead.  
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Lessons from an old Emperor in the Far East

If you plant honesty, you will reap trust. 
If you plant goodness, you will reap friends. 
If you plant humility, you will reap greatness. 
If you plant perseverance, you will reap victory. 
If you plant consideration, you will reap harmony. 
If you plant hard work, you will reap success. 
If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation. 
If you plant openness, you will reap intimacy. 
If you plant patience, you will reap improvements. 
If you plant faith, you will reap miracles. 
But 
If you plant dishonesty, you will reap distrust. 
If you plant selfishness, you will reap loneliness. 
If you plant pride, you will reap destruction. 
If you plant envy, you will reap trouble. 
If you plant laziness, you will reap stagnation. 
If you plant bitterness, you will reap isolation. 
If you plant greed, you will reap loss. 
If you plant gossip, you will reap enemies. 
If you plant worries, you will reap wrinkles. 
If you plant sin, you will reap guilt.

Remember your graves because your way passes over it. You will be 
dealt with as you deal with others, you will reap what you sow and what 
you send today will meet you tomorrow.

So be careful what you plant now, it will determine what you will reap 
tomorrow, The seeds you now scatter, will make life worse or better, 
your life or the ones who will come after. Yes, someday, you will enjoy 
the fruits or you will pay for the choices you plant today.
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Is your garden over run with Moles ? 

Do you have a wasp nest ? 
Are your paddocks over-run with rabbits ? 

     For ALL your Domestic / Commercial Pest Control. 
Woodworm treatment available. 

              No obligation – free survey/quotes. 
 

Pest infestation can damage your health and your home. Recent surveys show that numbers of 
mice/rats and bed bugs found in UK homes are on the rise. As Local Authorities are cutting back on 
free pest control services.  We are here to offer you a service at the right price. 

Please call for a chat on  01379 788865 • 07809 226109 • 07518 731106 

www.safeandsoundhygieneandpestcontrol.co.uk 
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As independent opticians we offer a more personalised
eyecare service that you can trust for

all the family including:-

Optomap retinal examination
Colorimetry

A wide range of competitively priced frames
and spectacle lenses

Contact lenses
Prescription and non-prescription sunglasses

F. G. BROWN – OPTICIANS
Denmark House, 41 Bury Street,

Stowmarket.
Tel:- 01449 612812/674030

Your sight care is our priority
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Saturday 1 at 1
I'll be with you all my life.

I'm very slippery, I don't always show up when you test!

People around you can't see or hear me, but your body does. I can attack you 
anywhere i choose. For example, aching joints, brain fog, head aches!

Remember when you had a lot of energy, Well, sometimes I participate in: 
your energy, I leave you exhausted... memory loss or your concentration.

I can make you sleep for many hours or I can cause insomnia. I Make you 
tremble & feel cold; everyone else’s temp is normal.

I can make your feet, hands, face or eyes swell, I can make you feel very 
anxious & suffer with panic attacks.    I'm very complicated...

Do you remember that sudden mood swing? Yes, it was me... crying for no 
reason... me, pi**ed off for no reason! that’s me too.

I can make your hair fall out, be thin, dry and brittle. I can cause acne, dry 
skin! I have no limits I will make you gain weight no matter what or how 
you eat.

Doing activities like walking or exercise won't get me out of your body, but it 
will help calm me down a little, that’s if you have the energy!

I know you started going to the doctors to "sort me out" Treatments help me 
relax for a little while but not forever!

I can cause high cholesterol, blood pressure problems, that's just me been me! 
Heart & liver problems? That’s me too! dental problems? Me too

Will you feel tired... yup, and your family and friends will be tired of 
hearing you moan again and again how "I feel so poorly". They don't know 
that I remove part of the energy your body and mind need’s daily to perform 
their tasks!

They will not understand you! why this disease attacks your body from 
your hair to the tips of your toes, and that every cell and organ of your body 
requires the appropriate amount of thyroid hormones that I kick down!

So don't stop taking those pills every morning that the doctor gave you... they 
replace the t4 hormone I decrease.

Although I don't like them much, I can't play as many jokes, I know it will 
help you feel a little better!          

Lots of love, Your Thyroid friend.
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Tel: 01449 721599 
Email: enquiries@gippingpress.co.uk 

www.gippingpress.co.uk 
Units 1&2 Lion Barn Industrial Estate,  

Needham Market, Ipswich, Suffolk IP6 8NZ

Gipping Press are 
proud to print this 

publication.

D E S I G N  |   P R I N T  |  P R O M O T I O N
D I SP LAYS  |  S IGNAGE  |  MA I L ING

ANNIVERSARY • EST.  1980

Gipping
  Press

David Dunnett 
Family Butcher 

17 Church Street, Eye 
Tel: 01379 870155  

 

OPENING HOURS 
 

Monday 7.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Tuesday 7.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Wednesday 7.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Thursday 7.30 am - 5.30 pm 
Friday 7.30 am - 5.30 pm 
Saturday 7.30 am - 4.00 pm 

Locally Sourced Meats 
 

British Beef ● Free Range Pork  
 Lamb ● Chicken ● Game ● Cooked Meats 

 

Home Made Pork Sausages 
 Our Speciality  

Including:- Plain Pork ● Gluten Free  
Cracked Black Pepper ● Pork & Apple  

Cumberland ● Pork & Leek ● Pork & Ale 
Sweet Chilli ● Smoky BBQ 

 

Home Made Burgers 
Beef & Onion ● Pork & Apple  

Lamb & Mint ●  Chicken ● Gluten Free 
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SIXTH SENSE Motivation.  
Read this as your date the news arrived.

Not everything happens for a reason but some do. 

After the attacks of 9/11, a company that had it’s offices at the World Trade Center 
invited its executives and employees who had for some reason survived the attack 
to share their experiences.

People were alive for the smallest reasons like these:

•	 The director of a company was late because it was his son’s first 
kindergarten day;

•	 A woman was delayed because her alarm clock didn’t ring in time;

•	 One was late because he was stuck on the road where there was an accident;

•	 Another survivor missed the bus;

•	 Someone threw food on themselves and needed the time to change;

•	 One had a problem with his car, which did not start;

•	 Another one returned to answer the phone;

•	 Another one had a baby!

•	 Another didn’t get a taxi.

•	 But the story that impressed the most was that of a man who put on a new 
pair of shoes that morning, and before he got to work he had a blister.  
He stopped at the pharmacy for a band aid and that’s why he’s alive today.

•	 Now when I get stuck in traffic; when I lose an elevator;

•	 When I return to answering a phone;

And many other things that desperate me, I think first:

•	 This is the exact place you should be right now...

•	 Next time your morning seems crazy, the kids take time to get dressed,  
don’t find the car keys, find all the red lights...

•	 Don’t get angry or frustrated.

You are in the right place, at the exact time you are meant to be. 
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JH Vaudrey & Son Ltd have been supporting farmers with their building requirements since 1993 and have a wealth of 
expertise when it comes to the requirements of today’s agri business.  J H Vaudrey & Son Ltd can provide grain stores 
complete with the most up to date grain handling equipment, silos, dryers, and straw barns.  We also provide a maintenance 
service to all properties and farm buildings.  

JH Vaudrey & Son Ltd provides a complete design and build service and will even take care of the planning 
application for you.  We will be pleased to hear from you and offer a friendly reliable service.
To discuss your requirements further telephone 01379 678459.

       Grain stores up to 80,000 tonnes

       Grain handling systems to 500 tonnes per hour 

       Groundworks, drainage and concreting works

       Conveyors, elevators, dryers, fans and ducting

       Onion, potato and cold stores

       Steel framed buildings

       Structural repair and building maintenance

       Refurbishment

JH
 Vaudrey & Son Ltd

Phone: 01379 678459   Fax: 01379 678458   Email: info@jhvaudrey.co.uk

www.jhvaudrey.co.uk

Tel: 01284 717760, Fax: 01284 717761
www.coastlinegraphics.co.uk

..........................................           ..................Customer: Date:

Approved by:

Eco Sweep 07-01-09

Please Note: The purpose of this proof is to represent the closest approximation of the final product.
It is the responsibility of the client to thoroughly review for any discrepancies.

Cherish Beauty
Mendlesham Green

•   Manicure/Pedicure

•   Shellac Gel Polish

•   Waxing

•   Marvel-Lash Eyelash Extensions

•   Eyelash Tinting/Eyebrow
          Tinting and shaping

•   Facial/Skincare

Fully quali�ed and Insured      –  
Call Fiona on 01449 766760/07739 516456
or �ona@cherishbeauty.net  –  
20% o� First Treatment  –  New Client Offer   
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Man jumped into the water
When a group of tourists visited a crocodile farm, the owner of the place 
launched a daring proposal;- Whoever dares to jump, swim to shore and survive, 
I will give 1 million dollars. 

Nobody dared to move, suddenly a man jumped into the water and desperately 
swam towards the shore while he was chased by all the crocodiles. 

With great luck he arrived, taking the admiration of everyone in the place, then 
the owner announced;- We have a brave winner. 

After collecting their reward, the couple returned to the hotel, upon arrival, the 
manager told him; he was very brave to jump, then the man said;- I didn’t jump, 
someone pushed me! 

His wife smiled... Moral: “Behind every successful man, there is a woman who 
pushes him.”
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LINE DANCE CLASS, 
FOR BEGINNERS - IMPROVERS -  

OR FOR THOSE WHOM ALL READY LINE DANCE.     
More members needed

Starting back after summer break at Wetheringsett Village Hall on Friday 
evening the 14th September at 7-30pm until 9-30pm.   Price £3.00

Come and have fun learning to linedance to Modern Country Music, no pop 
or techno music, you don’t require a partner, any age from 9 to 90 although 
under 16’s should be accompanied by an adult, just bring yourself a drink, wear 
any comfortable footwear, it’s a friendly social evening, and a good form of 
exercise. Don’t be shy come and give it a try, you only need to know your right 
foot from your left, and we will show you the rest. Remember everyone started 
as a beginner, of which you will be for several weeks, you never learnt to drive 
a car in one lesson, it can be frustrating, but be patient and stick with it, and you 
will soon become a competent linedancer.

For any further info contact Suffolk Countryside Linedancers Barry or Jenny 
on  01473 -785773 or mobile 07814142780  or Clare from Wetheringsett on 
07968613704

• Good value – low charges
  £6.50 per hour

Book with Sheila Coe 01379678463

Page 18Page 18

Opening Times Lunch          Evening
Monday           Closed
Tuesday 

            Closed      
11.30am  – 1.30 pm 4.30pm – 7.00pm

Wednesday               Closed 4.30pm – 7.00pm
Thursday    4.30pm – 7.00pm
Friday         4.30pm – 7.30pm
Saturday      

11.30am  – 1.30 pm 
11.30am  – 1.30 pm 
11.45am – 1.00 pm  4.30pm – 7.30pm

Sunday        Closed         Closed

30
30
30

00
008

8
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Nr Rickinghall

Your Local Handyman
Minor repairs around the home

Including taps, immersion heaters
Flat pack assembly

Shed & fence painting
Grass & hedge cutting
General garden tiding

MANY more services provided
No job too small, just call TONY

07771 800072  01449 781993
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Julia, If the Kidz Klub logo below wont reproduce(in black & white), please convert to one of

our standard headings as just Kidz Klub @ Thorndon, please.

Come and join us at Kids Klub on Saturday 6 October at Thorndon Primary School
between 2 and 4pm. Kidz Klub is run by volunteers from Thorndon Church and aims to
introduce children to God in fun and entertaining ways.

Kidz Klub is being re-launched following the summer break with a visit from
Wavemakers. Wavemakers Ministries is a Christian organisation aimed at encouraging
growth and spiritual renewal in the children’s work in churches large and small
throughout the country but especially in East Anglia. They have developed some
effective resources to use with children and it would be great to have children from
across the benefice to take part.

We meet on the first Saturday of each month during term and new children, young
people and adult helpers are always welcome.

Do come and join us. (Children under 5 must be accompanied by an adult.)

If you would like more information contact Wendy on 01379 678331 or just come along
and see for yourself on 6 October.

Finbows Furnishers
New and Used Furniture

Bought and Sold

Find us on Facebook

finbows-furnishers@hotmail.com
Station Road,

Bacton
Nr. Stowmarket IP14 4NH

01449-781732
Open Tuesday – Saturday 9am-5pm

Finbows Furnishers
New and Used Furniture

Bought and Sold

Find us on Facebook

finbows-furnishers@hotmail.com
Station Road,

Bacton
Nr. Stowmarket IP14 4NH

01449-781732
Open Tuesday – Saturday 9am-5pm

Finbows Furnishers
New and Used Furniture

Bought and Sold

Find us on Facebook

finbows-furnishers@hotmail.com
Station Road,

Bacton
Nr. Stowmarket IP14 4NH

01449-781732
Open Tuesday – Saturday 9am-5pm
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MEMORIES
As a boy growing up in the East End of London, there was not a week that went by 
without seeing my various family members.  Even when we moved out, as they say, 
to Elm Park, we still met as family every weekend, even midweek.  I grew up in a 
world which does not exist any more.  Sure, there are still shadows, giving a hint of 
that long ago world, but only the lightest of shadows.

Midweek, I would accompany my dad to visit his family: my nan, grandad and 
uncles in Plaistow, before going to the Black Lion pub, not for the beer but for the 
well-known West Ham Boxing Club, which was part of the pub.  It has now gone 
but, about ten years ago, I was invited to visit as an honoured guest in memory of my 
father. Alas, this historic and important local sports facility has since been pulled 
down to make way for housing as was the running track in previous years.  The 
language of this present age…build, build and more build.  I do wonder who is going 
to be able to afford all these newly-built homes.  Still, back to the story…

My mum’s mum and family lived in Bethnal Green, so Victoria Park was part of the 
weekend’s attraction, with its lakes and beautiful gardens.  There were even wild 
wallabies roaming around, as were deer and other creatures.  Now, living in a town 
or city does not mean that my world was devoid of nature and a menagerie of animals 
too vast to list was part of my world as a small boy.  There were the proverbial pet 
monkeys that uncles kept, uncles who had been to sea and brought a pet, usually a 
monkey or parrot, back with them, or they had paid a memorable and unforgettable 
visit to Petticoat Lane, where one could buy almost anything that wasn’t bolted down.  
In fact, my dad would say you could enter the market at one end and see your wallet 
for sale on a stall as you were leaving at the other end.

I remember my nan coming home from Roman Road market and crying out: ‘The 
eels have gone! They are not in my bag!’  They had escaped on the journey home 
from fish stall to table, making their escape, one imagines, down some drain back to 
the river - or else someone else had an eel or two for their tea, courtesy of my family.

I was recalling to someone recently that when I was very little, my mum, an avid 
film-goer, took me one afternoon to see Captain Blood, the pirate film starring Errol 
Flynn at Upton Park or East Ham cinema.  Outside was a man with a flat board, hung 
around his neck with a piece of string and on this board were chicks running around 
all over the place.  All that stopped them (for there was no edging to this platform to 
stop them tumbling off) was his hands and fingers, moving constantly at great speed 
to keep them all from escaping.  It was like some mad Tommy Cooper moment, 
fingers and chicks all moving at once in this dance of containment.  You could buy a 
chick, take it home and it would grow for eggs or dinner, or even both.  I did say that 
it was a world that no longer exists, only his shadow in my memory.
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My dad’s family lived in Grange Road on the back of the sewer hill (now given some 
fancy name but, back in those days a spade was a spade, so it was ‘the sewer hill’).  
This is where my nan kept her donkey and she and my grandad had a small garden, 
a farmyard of animals and chrysanthemums for a small boy to wander around in and 
play.  This small garden (we called it ‘the yard’) contained ducks, chickens, dogs and 
the proverbial cat, with which my grandad spent some of his time at war.  All of the 
animals, including the exotic birds in the small aviary, and the pigeons from next 
door’s pigeon loft, were well cared for. 

Best of all, the lady and man next door had a bear (yes, I did say ‘bear’) in their 
garden for a season or two but that is another story, for another time, I dare say -  
a true one at that.

Growing up in this world of nature, somewhat unconventional by today’s standards, it 
was no surprise that my world as a teenager was one of snakes, geckos, assorted dogs, 
no cats (my grandad’s dislike of them left an indelible mark on me) fish, butterflies 
and an assortment of other creatures, even a stuffed crocodile that my parents bought 
me.  My parents had both agreed that a live croc was not entering their home, so a 
stuffed one was the compromise.  I still have him sitting above my desk.  He will 
outlive us all, I’m sure.

What a wonderful world and special time that was for me - and many like me - to 
grow up in.  Out of all those creatures of my now distant world, the dog is still my 
favourite and we are blessed (and I do mean blessed by God) to have our own dog 
that is part of His creation for us to care for and to bring us pleasure, much as God in 
Genesis created this wonderful world for His pleasure, as well as for Adam - and thus 
us - to care for and take pleasure in.

‘And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it 
and to keep it’ (Genesis 2:15). The word ‘Eden’ in the Hebrew, means ‘delight’ and 
‘pleasure,’ so this garden was Adam’s first knowledge of God, if you like and was 
one of how much God loved him and cared for him, by providing for him.  Adam 
was called by God to ‘dress it and keep it’ as verse 15 says.  This meant not toil and 
labour but to care for it in the sense of a careful and loving stewardship role -  
a joy and pleasure to participate in. 

This world in which we live: isn’t it wonderful that even in the midst of man’s 
rebellion - which we are seeing manifested arguably even more prolifically today, as 
in the time of Noah, I would suggest - (See Matthew 24: 36-42) God still calls us to 
care and show a loving stewardship over the creatures He created.

Mike Forrester : Stoke Ash Baptist Chapel
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provides a range of therapies that integrate with and complement orthodox medical treatment.  

Acupuncture  Aromatherapy   Back Care Clinic  Chiropody

Counselling  CranioSacral Therapy  Hearing Care Clinic         

Herbal Medicine  Homeopathy  Hypnotherapy  Massage Therapies  

Nutritional Therapy  NLP  Pilates  Podiatry  Pre-Conceptual Care  

Psychotherapy  Reflexology  Shiatsu  T’ai Chi  Yoga

Gift vouchers available and we stock a range of homeopathic remedies, vitamins and minerals 

Call 01379 870707
The Gilchrist Unit, Hartismere Hospital, Castleton Way, Eye, Suffolk IP23 7BH 

The following rates are effective from 1st October 2020

Set up fee for all advertisement £8.00 Subsequent amendments are also charged at £8.00
Leaflets / Advertising flyers inserted  

cost £12.00 per item

Contact Lionel Coe on (01379) 678 463
or email lionelcoe@yahoo.co.uk

Adverts in colour – Cost per annum (6 issues) 

Full Page . . . £100 
Half Page . . . £60 

Quarter Page . . . £35

per annum (6 issues) 
Full Page . . . £70 
Half Page . . . £45 

Quarter Page . . . £30
Subject to 10% prompt payment discount at first renewal and thereafter

Stoke Ash & Thwaite Newsletter
Advertising Rates
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Cllr Paul Morris 	 (Stoke Ash)(Chair):	 j.morris792@btinternet.com
Cllr Michael Fleming	(Stoke Ash):	 michaelfleming5871@yahoo.co.uk
Cllr Mrs Val Lane 	 (Stoke Ash):	 vallane2002@yahoo.com
Cllr Gordon Leggett 	(Stoke Ash):	 gordonleggett0312@live.co.uk
Cllr Geoff Tancred 	 (Stoke Ash):	 geoffreytancred@gmail.com
Cllr Tony Pulham 	 (Thwaite)(Vice Chair):	tony@hpfltd.co.uk
Cllr Roger Kember	 (Thwaite)	 rogerkember@gmail.com
Cllr Mrs Chris Maisey	(Thwaite):	 maisey686@gmail.com
Cllr Dick Maisey 	 (Thwaite):	 maisey686@gmail.com

Useful Contact Numbers 
Health Centre’s 
Mendlesham 01449 767722 Eye           01379 870689 
Suffolk Doctors on call           01473 299622 
NHS Information Line            0800 665544 
Emergency Dental Services           01473 715623 
Drugs Advisory Council    0800 776600 
Police           101 & 999 
Citizens Advice Bureau 01449 676060     or           01379 651333 
Veterinary Surgeon   (Eye)           01379 852146 
Electricity Power Failure UK Power Network           0800 7838838 
Stoke Ash Post Office           01379 678463 
Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Clerk  Lynne Cockerton  01728 862001 

Suffolk County Council – switchboard           01473 583000 
     Emergency contact outside office hours           0845 6066067 
     Trading Standards           0845 6032814 
County Councillor Andrew Stringer   07774 199061 & 01449 780339 

          Email  andrew.stringer@suffolk.gov.uk 
Mid Suffolk District Council             0300 1234000 
District Councillor - Cllr David Burn            07889 301414 

          Email  david.burn@midsuffolk.gov.uk 
Stoke Ash & Thwaite Parish Councillors 
Cllr Paul Morris        Stoke Ash (Chair)   j.morris792@btinternet.com 
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Cllr Tony Pulham      Thwaite (vice chair)     tony@hpfltd.co.uk 
Cllr Dick Maisey        Thwaite       maisey686@gmail.com 
Cllr Christine Maisey Thwaite       maisey686@gmail.com 

Magazine 
Advertising: Lionel Coe, The Post Office, Stoke Ash. 01379 678463 
Editor: Ken Smith,         Stoke Ash   stokeash@supanet.com 
Treasurer: Anne Gamage,   Mendlesham          01449 766683  
Distribution: Anne Warr-Wood      Stoke Ash          01379 678329 
Website  Geoff Tancred              stokeashandthwaite.onesuffolk.net 
Printed by Gipping Press Ltd Needham Market  01449 721599 
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WE ARE BOTH FULLY QUALIFIED WITH OVER 40 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE BETWEEN US

PROFFESSIONAL ADVICE AND PERSONAL ATTENTION IN
ALL ASPECTS OF HAIRDRESSING

PERMS: COLOURS: HI-LITES: CASUAL PUT-UPS
WEDDING HAIR: RESTYLES Etc

FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT UNBEATABLE PRICES
SENIOR CITIZEN RATES TUESDAY ONLY

EAR PIERCING AVAILABLE

EASY OFF ROAD PARKING

LOYALITY CARD, STAMP EVERY SERVICE

ALL DEBIT/CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

FOR ALL ADVICE AND APPOINTMENTS

CALL US ON 01449 766977
OR VISIT US AT

Ropers Farm, Church Road, Mendlesham, Suffolk IP14 5SF
www.hairstudioatmendlesham.co.uk

BEV & KIRSTY
FORMERLEY CURL UP & DYE


